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BY  BARENT  GARDEINIER,  deternained  to  carry  on  the  war. 

NO.  34  CEDAR-STREET  ;  Now,  if  the  true  and  bona  fide  object  was,  to 

At  FIVE  DOLLARS  pcT  onnum ;  payable  by  citp  submit  to  the  mediation  of  Russia,  in  case 
at  the  end  ofsix  months  from  the  Great  Britain  would,  (for  there  could  be  no 
publication  of  the  first  number,  [October  mediation,  unless  she  agreed  to  it,  as  well  as 
25,  1813,]  and  by  others,  in  advance.  we,)  then,  that  fair  and  honest  purpose  being 

tCT”  Ml  the  numbers  may  be  had,  from  the  atone  in  view,  the  first  thing  so  discreet »  man 

cmnmenlenuiU.  thoMg|}t  would 

■■  ■  have  been,  to  asceilain,  whether  .the  opposite 

The  mediation.— *{Cofi/i/iM€dyVoni  p»  164.)  P^**ty  would  agree  to  it  on  their  part.  He  would 
We  have  already  seen,  that  on  t/u  2\st  dayqf  have  seen  at  once,  that  If  she  would  not,  to 
September,  1812,  the  chancellor  of  the  Russian  *oad  the  “  two  American  gentlemen’*  with  hii 
empire  disclosed  to  Mr.  'Adams,  our  minister  despatches,  and  those  of  Russia,  could  have  no 
in  Russia,  the  desire  of  the  emperor,  by  a  effect,  whatever,  In  producing  the  result,  no^ 
friendly  mediation,  to  restore  amity  between  supposed,  as  the  desired  one.  And,  therefore, 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain;  that  it  follows,  that  if  a  desire  of  establishing  the 
tiventy-fmir  days  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  mediation  had  existed ;  it  it  had  been  fairly^ 
15th  day  of  October,  1812,  the  chancellor  had  faithfully,  and  honestly  cherished;  if  there  had 
again  called  the  attention  of  Mr.  Adams  to  the  existed,  in  fact,  nothing  more  than  a  desire  to 
same  subject;  that  the  British  pleni potent ia-  avoid  an  unnecessary  waste  of  public  money, 
ry  in  Russia  had  been  consulted,  and  w’as  will-  •  Adams,  instead  ol  committing  his  govertb* 
ing  to  give  a  protection  from  capture,  to  an  so  precipitately,  would  not,  in  the  first 
American  vessel,  to  carry  to  America,  the  em-  place,  have  avoided  all  the  means  in  his  power 
peror’s  offer  to  mediate,  provided  the  vessel  shaking  to  the  other  party,  or,  of  having 
should  go  by  the  way  of  England ;  that  Mr.  other  party  spoken  tc,  that  he  luight  see, 
Adams  did  not  think  it  “  suitable  /**  to  agree  to  f  h®  matter  seemed  to  sit  on  the  other  par* 

this  condition,  but  chose  rather  to  hazard  his  ®**®  would  think  too,  that  during  thesn 

own  communications,  and  those  of  the  Russian  In^cnty-four  days,  he  would  have  been,  able, 
chancellor,  to  the  care  of  “  two  American  ^*®  ^7  thing  of  a  smart  spy,  (for  these 

gentlemen,  on  the  point  of  departure  for  the  ministers  are  but  spies  abroad  for  their  go^ 
United  States  !”  From  all  which,  it  results,  vernments,)  he  would  have  been  able  to  fin4 
that  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Adams,  there  existed  something,  one  would  think,  of  the  tern- 
no  desire  to  knoW  the  disposition  of  the  Bri-  P®**  ^h®  minister  of  the  opposite  party^ 

tish government,  as  to  the  proposed  mediation!  Think  you,  then,  honest  readers,  that  Mr, 
but  on  the  contrary,  there  was  manifested  a  Adams  had  not  found  out  enough  to  satisQr 
studied  diligence,  in  avoiding  all  tliose  means  him  7  If  he  had  not,  then  is  Mr.  Adams  a  very 
by  which  that  disposition  could  be,  in  any  de-  stupid  numskull;  which  I  deny  him  to  be ;  in- 
gree,  ascertained.  An  ambassador,  generally,  deed  I  know  he  is  not.  Mr.  Adams  sold  out 
understands  the  secret  and  mysterious  views  fils  federalism  at  the  time  of  the  first  embar* 
of  the  cabinet  which  has  appointed  him;  and  go;  and  he  was,  a  little  while  after,  paid  by 
this  ambassador,  whose  former  politics  were,  tfi®  embassy  to  Russia,  receiving  nine  thou- 
not  long  since,  bought  up,  was,  of  all  others,  sand  dollars,  for  an  outfit,  and  nine  thou- 
most  likely  to  understand  the  views  and  ob-  sand  dollars  a  year  salary,  for  every  year  h^ 
jects  of  his  employers.  If  he  understands  his  stays  there,  ^knd  though  every  body  knows 
masters  aright,  he  knew,  that  to  seem  anxious  that  eighteen  thousand  dollars  a  year  is  a 
for  peace,  but  to  persist,  nevertheless,  in  the  great  sum,  to  any  body,  yet  1  can  undeitake 
war,  wa§  the  grand  mystery  by  which  the  to  say,  that  it  was  a  greater  sum  to  Mr.  Adams, 
people  of  the  United  States  were  to  be  gulled  than  it  would  have  been  to  almost  »y  body 


THE  EXAMINER. 


iTa 

els«,  I  knew  Mr.  Adams  at  Washington,  I  effects,  will  be  entirely  fi*ustrated,  if  the  opi^ 
when  he  was  in  the  senate ;  he  would  walk  I  nion  of  England  should  be  first  taken,  1  must  • 
between  two  and  three  miles,  from  his  lodg-javoid  England,  and  I  had  better  send  ray  de^ 
ihgs  to  the  capitol,  through  wet  and  wind,  ra- 1  spafches  by  “  two  American  gentlemen,  on  the 
Iher  than  pay  twenty-five  cents  for  carriage  point  of  departure  for  the  United  States,”  al- 
hirc;  being,  as  he  uniformly  said, '‘/owd  o/ej:-  though  God  only  knows,  when  they  will  get 
ercisey  But  offer  him  a  scat  in  a  carriage,  I  there. 

gralu,  and  Mr.  Adams  loves  a  comfortable  ”  The  more  haste  the  less  speed,”  says  the 
ride,  a^  well  as  any  body  I  ever  saw.  Now’,  I  proverb — and  so  it  fell  out,  in  this  bi^iness  ; 
EIGHTEEN  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  for  ODC  vcai*,  to  [  for  Mr.  Daschkoff*,  the  Russian  minister  here, 
such  a  man,  was  a  serious  matter.  And  you  was  not  able  to  make  his  projicsal  to  our  go- 
must  not  call  him  3. fool  who  coi\ld  compass  vernment,  in  conformity  to  his  instructions, 
it,  whatever  other  term  of  reproof  you  may  until  the  8th  day  of  3Iarch,  1813  ;  being,  from 
choose  to  bestow  upon  him;  and  be  that  what  1  the  time,  when  Mr.  Adams  refused  to  let  a 
It  may,  I  am  not,  nor  is  any  l)ody  who  knows  vessel  go,  protected,  by  the  way  of  England, 
the  man,  disposed  to  qitarrel  w  ith  any  lx)dy  I  one  huntlred  and forti/ four  drr^s ;  about  double 
else  about  it.  the  time  of  a  usual  voyage. 

Now,  that  such  a  man,  actually  desiring  the!  If  Mr.  Adams  w’as  determined  that  Eni- 
mediation  to  take  place,  should  adopt  the  un- 1  gland  should  have  nn  chance  to  express  her 
certain  conveyance,  by  “  two  American  gen- 1  disposition  in  the  business;  and  if  he  had,  as 
tiemen,”  instead  of  the  very  certain  one  pro-  a  faithfiil  servant,  by  one  of  those  letters  which, 
posed,  with  the  delay,  simply  of  touching  for  the  president  may  consider  public,  or  private, 
a  few  days,  a  week  at  farthest,  in  England,  to  I  just  as  it  suits  him,  given  the  president  to  un- 
see  what  England  was  inclined  to  do  in  the  derstaml,  as  we  shall  see  presently,  he  was 
matter ;  that  so  prudent,  so  provident  z  man,  |  able  to  do,  that  Gn'at  Britain  wouhl  not  eii- 
as  we  all  know’  Mr.  Adams  to  be,  should  liavet  ter  into  the  measure,  we  shall  see,  that  3lr. 
given  into  this  absurdity,  through  mere  stu-  Madison  w’asnot  a  w’hit  behind  him,  in  hispre- 
pidity,  is  utterly  incredible;  it  is  absolute  tended  desire  of  peace ;  and  that  the  game 
sluflf  and  nonsense.  could  not  have  lieen  so  adroitly  played,  if  the 

But,  if  Mr.  Adams  had,  already,  ascertain-  two  partners  had  not  seen  each  other’s  hands, 
ed  the  probability,  that  Great  Britain  would,  1  Mi\  Adams  carefully  avoids  all  contact  w  ith 
111  no  event,  agree  to  tlie  mediation,  and  1 1  England ;  and  canses  his  messengers  to  run 
think  it  plain,  that  he  had  already  been  able  [  as  rapidly  by  that  unlucky  island,  as  they  can ; 
to  get  as  much  as  that  from  the  British  minis- 1  and  wiien  Mr.  Madison  is  applied  to,  by  Mr. 
ter ;  if  he  had  any  thing  like  certainty  on  this  Daschkoff',  that  “  mild  and  amiable  gentleman” 
subject,  and  if,  w  itHal,  he  wished  to  afford  his  does  not  only  agree  to  all  that  is  asked  of  him ; 
lord  and  master,  the  president,  an  opportunity  1  that  is,  he  not  only  agrees,  that  the  empei-or 
to  make  a  great,  but  false,  parade  of  his  great  shall  be  mediator;  and  that  too,  whether 
desire  for  peace,  so  that  he  might,  from  that  1  Great  Britain  will  or  no  ;  but  he  immecriately 
very  circumstance,  be  belter  able  to  continue  I  appoints  three  ambassadors,  for  the  purpose  of 
the  war;  tlieii  Mr.  Adams,  being  a  ctm-  going  at  once,  tooth  and  nail,  to  work;  Mr. 
ning  contriver  ¥,'ou\d  naturally  say  to  himself,  I  Gallatin  to  have  eighteen  thousand  dollars,** 
“  if  my  vessel  sails  to  England  first,  and  En- 1  and  Mr.  Bayard  eighteen  thousand  more  ; 
gland  says  she  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  I  making  in  all,  six  and  thirtv  thousand 
mediation,  as  most  likely  she  will,  then  my  dollars  ;  and  Mr.  Adams,  though  1  am  not 
president  and  employer,  the  good  gentleman  I  exactly  certain  on  that  point,  eighteen  thou- 
who  pays  me  nine  thousand  dollars  a  year,  sand  more,  making,  in  that  case,  in  all,  fiftv- 
which  is  just  eight  thousand  dollars  a  year  two  thousand  doll.ars!  And  all  this,  with- 
more  thanl  could  earn  at  home,  will  have  no  I  out  knowing,  at  all,  whether  the  spending  of 
opportunity  to  play  off*,  upon  his  unsuspecting  j  all  this  money  would  do  the  least  good  in 
dupes  in  America,  his  unaccountable  and  ter- 1  the  world,  except  to  pamper  liix  ambassadors, 
rible  eagerness  for  peace.  Therefore,  as  this  I  and  to  enable  him,  the  better  to  play  off*  his 
project,  caieulaied  to  produce  such  popular  I  farce,  upon  the  American  people.  “  With* 
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out  knowing,**  I  haVe  just  said ;  but  I  itiust  the  dinner  is  ready  to  be  served  up«  Thi» 
now  go  still  farther;  I  feel  warranted  in  say-  point  is  capable  of  a  very  simple  illustration* 
ing,  that  he  put  the  country  to  this  enormous  Suppose  the  emperor  of  Russia,  without  con* 
%x|)ense,  when  he  apprehended,  and  I  say  he  suiting  EIngland,  had  requested  our  govem- 
did  apprehend,  because  he  had  every  reason  to  ment  to  send  ambassadors  to  him,  as 
apprehend,  that  no  actual  good  consequence,  constituted  mediator,  between  tho  United 
except  adding  to  the  popularity  of  the  war.  States  and  Great  Britain;  would  we  not  have 
by  the  trick,  wouhl  in  any  probability  follow*  thought,  that  crazy  Paul  had  again  come,  at 
This  is  an  important  matter,  and  1  hope  the  once,  to  life  and  the  Russian  throne  ?  Should 
reader  will  have  the  patience  to  help  me  look  we  not,  at  least,  ought  Yre  not,  in  such  a  case, 
Into  it,  for  a  few  moments  longer.  to  have  told  him,  ive  have  no  objection  to  your 

The  Russian  chancellor  first  spoke  to  Mr.  mediation ;  but  what  signifies  sending  ambas- 
Adains  on  the  subject  of  the  mediation  on  the  sadors,  till  we  know  what  Great  Britain  mean;s 
21st  September ;  twenty-four  days  afterwards  to  do.  The  actual  case  is  much  worst:  We 
the  British  minister  refused  to  let  a  vessel  send  the  ambassadors  without  even  the  inti- 
carrv  the  proposal  to  America,  unless  she  matioii  of  a  request,  that  they  should  be  sent; 
should  first  stop  in  England;  ofcou  i  se  the  British  for  that  request  was  never  made.  That,  which 
minister  in  Russia  did  not  take  kindly  to  the  it  would  have  been  madness  to  have  done,  had 
iK>tion  of  the  mediation.  Mr.  Adams  was  we  requested  to  do  it,  was  done,  mVAoid  its 

obliged,  as  it  were,  to  smuggle  the  emperor’s  being  requested.  Tbe  case  is  still  stronger ; 
ofl'er  into  the  United  States  ;  and  that  is  the  it  was  done  without  any  indication  that  it 
reason,  by  the  bye,  it  took  so  long  to  get  them  would  be  of  use;  the  case  is  still  stronger  than 
here;  a  thing  easily  foi*cseen.  Now,  if  Mr.  that:  The  indications  fce  hud,  were  calculated 
Adams  may  be  supposed  to  know'  something  t®  dissipate  any  possible  hope  of  any  actual 
of  the  views  of  his  government,  the  British  practical  useful  result, 
minister,  that  I/ord  Cathcart,  who  seems  to  But  what  are  we  to  think,  when  we  find,  by 
be  80  much  thought  of,  both  by  his  own  king  ^r.  Adams’s  letter  (page  155)  that  he  did  on 
and  the  Russian  emperor,  may  be  fairly  pre-  the  11th  of  December  1812,  communicate  to 
sumed  to  have  known  something  of  the  views  our  government,  the  fact,  that,  the  English 
of  government.  But  Ac  rather  “ cold  government,  in  reply  to  the  Russian  go- 
wotcr”  on  the  project — you  had  better  enquire  vemment,  “without  accepting  or  rejecting 
in  England,  first,  says  he.  No,  says  Mr.  mediation,  had  intimated  the  belief,  that 
Adams,  i  am  determined  not  to  do  that.  Ve-  would  not  be  acceptable  in  America  ?’’  If 
ry  well,  says  Lord  Catlicart,  go  your  own  way  this  was  not  giving  the  question  a  complete, 
to  work,  then.  It  is  now,  therefore,  very  evi-  though  civil,  go  by,  I  do  not  understand  En- 
dent,  that  Lord  Cathcart  did  not  think  much  glish.  Eighty-nine  days  elapsed  from  the  date 
of  the  project;  he  manifested,  that  he  thought  of  Mr.  Adams’s  letter  to  our  government  to 
his  government  would  be  disinclined  to  it ;  the  time  of  accepting  the  mediation,  and  ono 
and  yet,  in'  the  exact  proportion,  that  the  Bri-  hundred  andforty-eight  days  to  the  time  of  the 
tish  minister  in  Russia  indic|ited  dislike  to  the  departure  of  our  ambassadors  !  1  set  it  down, 
matter,  in  that  very  proportion,  did  Mr.  Adams  therefore,  for  certain,  that  the  administration 
and  our  government  display  their  great  eager-  had  that  letter,  before  our  ambassadors  sailed, 
ness  for  it;  still,  as  always  before,  playing  at  cross  And  now,  1  desire  to  ask,  why  were  these 

purposes.  Unwilling  to  have  inquiry  made  in  ambassadors  appointed?  Why  were  they  sent  1 
England,  of  the  English  disposition ;  and  so  Why  were  such  enormous  sums  of  money 
thr  as  they  could  have  any  knowledge  of  that  squandered  upon  this  evidently  fiitile  expe- 
disposition,  finding  it  unfavorable,  they,  ne-  dition?  Was  it  for  pcocc  ?  Or  was  it  for  sAow 
vertheless,  complied,  not  only  with  what  the  Was  it  for  the  good  of  the  country?  Or  was  it 
emperor  did  request,  but  they  did  much  more  for  the  good  of  the  parly?  Was  it  to  produce 
than  he  could  or  ought  to  have  desired,  they  a  termination  of  the  war  ?  Or  was  it,  by  ma- 
appointed  ambassadors,  and  despatched  them  king  the  war  more  popular,  intended  to  in¬ 
to  Russia ;  just  as  forward  and  hungry  chil-  sure  its  continuance  ?  Presently  we  shall  see 
dren  take  their  scats  round  the  table,  before  what  use  waf  made  qf  it ;  and  then  we  shall 
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be  able  to  Khat  use  was  intaidtd  to  be 

made  of  it.  (/ertainly  Great  Britain  was  not 
bound  to  submit  to  the  mediation  ot*  Russia. 
And  yet  what  use  has  been  made  of  her  re- 
fiisal  ?  I  do  not  ask  w  hat  the  eflect  of  her  re¬ 
fusal  has  been  on  the  cm])eror.  Look  at  the 
honours  conferred  upon  liord  Cathcart,  and 
}*ou  may  see  the  emperor  is  not  affronted^  as 
the  girls  say,  with  England.  The  self-offered 
mediator  takes  the  English  refusal  all  very 
well,  because  he,  no  doubt,  understnnds  the 
whole  business,  very  w'ell,  by  this  time.  If 
any  body  had  a  right  to  feel  hurt,  he  had.  But 
from  that  source  we  yet  hear  no  complaints. 
The  complaints  are  from  >Ir.  Madison,  and 
the  ground  of  them  is,  that  3Ir.  Madison  was 
disappointed  in  “  the  just  expectations”  he 
entertained,  that  G.  Britain  would  be  reason¬ 
able.  Mr.  Madison  went  to  war  with  her, 
because  she  was  the  most  unjust,  unreason¬ 
able  nation  in  the  whole  world ;  he  went  to 
ivar  with  her,  because  she  w’as  more  unreason¬ 
able,  unjust,  and  wicked  than  even  France  ; 
and  yet  Mr.  3Iadison  now  sits  down  and  cries, 
fike  a  very  baby,  (see  his  message  to  congress) 
because  Great  Britain  was  not  the  most  rea¬ 
sonable  nation  in  the  whole  world  ;  because 
?:he  was  so  ugly^  as  not  to  send  ambassadors 
to  meet  his  ambassadors,  when  so  far  from 
having  any  reason  to  think  she  w’ould,  he  had 
every  reason  to  think  she  would  not.  Now%  j 
honest  reader,  take  my  word  for  it,  ]\lr.  I 
Madison  is  not  so  gieat  a  Ibol,  as  he  would 
make  you  believe  him  to  be.  The  wdiole 
secret  is,  that  he  thinks  us  greater  fools,  than 
irt  truth  we  are.  A  pick|X)cket,  however 
adroit,  will  be  caught  at  last ;  and  rely  upon 
it,  we  shall  have  this  Mr.  Madison,  fast  enougli, 
before  long.  Foxes  have  a  deal  of  cunning; 
but  Jls  long  as  hounds  have  good  noses,  let  the 
animals,  that  live  upon  geese^  beware.  This 
fox  of  a  Madison  shall  be  pursued;  nor  shall 
the  chase  be  abandoned  till  we  hole  him;"' 
and  even  then,  he  shall  not  bo  secure;  though 
he  shOidd  burrow  in  the  darkest  nook  of  Car¬ 
ter's  Mountain. 

I  tell  you  again,  fellow  citizens,  Mr.  Adams 
when  he  informed  his  government  of  the  prof¬ 
fered  mediation,  did  not  mean  peace  I  iVlr.  Ma¬ 
dison,  when  he  appointed  his  ambassadors  did 
not  meem  peace  /  They  meant  to  make  the 
war,  popular,  and  that  is  aU  they  meant. 

I  do  not  speak  without  “  book.”  I  have 
yroof,fact,  for  all  I  advance^ 


And  now  it  is,  that  this  Examiner  of  miiie^ 
becomes  useful.  I  can  refer  to  documents  ; 
authentic  documents  ;  and  those  who  keep  the 
numbers  can  turn  to  the  documents ;  and  alter 
they  look,  which  I  desire  every  man  to  do  for 
.himscli,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  take 
him  in,  w  ere  1  ever  so  much  disposed  to  do 
it.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  so  wise,  but  that  I 
may  be  mistaken.  But  when  I  refer  you,  to 
known  facts,  and  authentic  documents,  you  can 
all  judge  for  yourselves.  And  then,  if  you  think 
me  wrong,  you  can  accuse  me  of  no  intended  im¬ 
position,  because  1  refer  you  to  the  very  things 
which  will  detect  the  mistake,  if  I  should  com¬ 
mit  any.  As  I  shall  probably  have  frecpient 
occasion  to  refer  to  documents,  let  me  then 
intreat  you,  every  subscriber,  io  keep  the  num- 
l)erM.  It  will  enable  us  to  understand  one 
another,  a  tliousand  times  better,  than  if  you 
permit  your  children  to  tear  them  to  pieces. 

I  say  again,  therefore,  that  so  far  from  our 
ambassadors  being  apiminted  and  sent,  w  ith  a 
view  to  procure  a  peace,  they  were  appointe<l 
and  sent,  with  a  view  to  make  the  war  popu¬ 
lar,  and  thus  to  postpone  the  accomplishment 
of  a  peace. 

What  said  3Ir.  Madison  when  he  met  con¬ 
gress,  last  December.  Look  at  his  message, 
page  60. 

After  eking  out  his  affectedly  doleliil  tale# 
showing  how  justly  his  ”  just  expectations” 
had  been  disajtpointed,  he  tells  congress,  tliat 
“under  such  circumstances” — remember,  hon¬ 
est  reader,  remember  that  the  plot  had  arri¬ 
ved  at  the  due  period  for  the  catastrophe — 
“  under  such  circumstances  (says  Mr.  Madison) 
a  nation,  proud  of  its  rights  /” — don't  you  see 
hotv  suddenly  he  takes  fire  ?  how  he  rises  !  how 
angry  he  becomes  all  at  once  I  w  hat  a  perfect 
play  he  makes  of  it,  and  how  well  he  acts  it ! 
don't  you  see  it  ?  Lord  !  if  you,  my  worthy 
readers,  had  seen  the  liitle  man,  as  I  have  seen 
him  ;  i^you  had  seen  ihatybrm,  and  t}uit^iiC6v 
of  his  ;  a  form  in  w  hich  no  muscle  was  ever  ex¬ 
cited  to  activity  ;  a  face  in  which  no  emotion 
ever  wTinkIcd ;  a  face  as  quiet  as  an  undistur¬ 
bed  platter  of  skimmed  milk  ;  if  you  had  seen 
him,  as  I  have,  you  would  wonder,  as  I  do, 
where  the  little  man  got  the  great  words,  in 
which  he  now  deals.  You  would  tlien  startle 
to  see  a  cold  lump  of  heartless  apathy  work 
itself  into  a  sort  of  Galvanic  convulsion — and 
all  for  what  ?--Why,  for  just  nothing  at  all ; 
or,  what  is  just  the  same  thing,  just  because 
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iiic  British  gOTcmment  had  disappointed,  thousand  dollars  a  pieee,  over  again,  are  tp 
what  he  chooses  to  call  his  “just  expectation !”  be  huddled  together !  .  , 

But  lie  is  not  content  with  merely  getting  into  They  are  to  carry  the  news  of  the  utter  and 
a  passion  himself;  he  is  determined  every  bo-;  disgraceful  failure  of  ourcampaign ;  they  are  to 
dy  else  shall  be  actually  as  he  himself  has  ta-  tell  the  British  u>inbassadors,'that  ifthey  do  not 
ken  it  into  his  head,  to  seeni  to  be.  give  us  a  good  peace,  y/e  shall  again  sail  down 

“Under  SUCH  circumstances,  (remember!  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  again  leave  our  country 
the  disappointment  of  his  “expectations,”)  exposed  to  their  ravages ;  they  are  to  tell  the 
a  nation  proud  of  its  rights,  and  conscious  of  its  British  ambassadoi’s,  that  when  tiiose  men  of 
strength,  has  no  choice  but  an  exertion  of  the  ours  are  killed  up,  who  cost  us  one  hundred  and 
one,  in  support  of  the  other.”  Partridge  would  tntniy-^four  dollars  a  head;  we  mean  to 
call  this  a  non  sequitur^  and  Justly,  I  think,  raise  another  army  to  be  killed  up,  which 
Let  us  take  the  bones  of  the  case.  Alexander  shall  cost  us  four  hundred  anti  twenty  fofitt 
oilers  to  mediate.  He  asks  America,  wdll  you  dollars  ahead;  and  then  if  the  British  are  not 
consent?  We  say,  yes.  We  will  actually  ap-  frightened  into  a  surrender,  of  Canada,  and 
point  ambassadors  and  send  them,  and  we  do  an  abaudomnent  of  their  “maritime  rights,” 
send  them.  Very  well.  He  asks  Great  Bri-  I  suppose  w  e  shall  have  a  new  edition  of  the 
tain,  will  you  consent?  She  says,  no.  Now*  same  story,  that  “  a  nation  proud  of  its 
what  says  Mr.  Madison?  “a  nation  proud  of  rights,  and  conscious  of  its  strength,”  ought  to 
its  rights,  and  <*onscious  of  its  strength” — (not  go  on  at  the  same  losing  rate,  they  have  hither¬ 
to  proud  of  its  rights,  nor  so  conscious  of  its  to  done,  until,  in  the  decrease  of  their  strength, 
strength,  however,  but  that  it  is  willing  to  they  shall  be  no  longer  proud  of  their  rights, 
submit  to  a  mediator,  instead  of  trusting  its  How*  miserably  has  all  this  farce  termina- 
pride  and  its  strength,)  has  no  choice,  but  an  ted  !  Madison’s  message  was  hardly  print- 
exertion  of  the  one,  in  support  of  the  other!”  ed,  the  manuscript  was  hardly  dry,  before  lie 
That  is,  there  is  nothing  left  us,  “no  choice,”  was  obliged  to  retract  the  declaration  that 
hut  to  exert  our  strength  in  support  of  our  there  was  no  choice,  but  war.  And  what  has 
rights.  No  choice  now’ but  this,  Mr.  Madison?  happened  in  the  interim?  Nothing,  except 
Is  it  all  over  now?  If  Great  Britain  should  not  the  capture  of  Niagara.  The  sensibilities  of 
submit  to  the  mediation  pf  Russia,  is  there  NO  the  country  had  beeji,  indeed,  tortured,  but 
HOPE,  NO  chance,  but  jo  trying  “  which  can  its  energies  had  not  been  impaired,  since  the 
do  the  other  the  most  harm?”  “ATi  choice^^  message.  Scotland  stood  wiiere  it  did! 
but  this  ?  But  Buney  had  been  beaten ;  our  thermo- 

Bless  your  staring  eyes,  honest  reader,  Mr.  meter  was  to  be  graduated  by  the  heat  and 
Madison  does  not  mean  a  word  of  it ;  he  knows  cold  of  his  fortunes;  and, 'under  these  cir- 
bettea-.  For  scarcely  a  month  after  this  speech,  cumstances,  the  “other  choice”  was  found 
he  found  there  was  “  another  choice,”  and  a  out  and  adopted ;  adopted  with  eager,  frantic 
very  palpable  one  too;  and  what  was  it,  think  precipitancy. 

you?  what  “other  choice?”  Why,  instead  of  So  you  see,  there  was  “ another  choice ;” 
treating  by  way  of  mediation,  to  treat  direct--  and  the  president  did  not  tell  us  the  truth, 
ly.  And  this  Mr.  Bayard,  and  Mr.  Clay  and  when  he  said  there  was  “  no  other  choice,” 
Mr.  Adams  ai-e  now  to  do.*  And  how  hap-  than  what  he  mentioned  in  his  message, 
pened  it  that  the  president  never  thought  of  And  now’,  every  body  says,  we  shall  have 
that,  when  he  sent  his  message  ?  There  are  two  peace.  Federalists,  democrats,  all  think  we 
reasons :  The  first  was,  that  his  speech  or  mes-  shall  have  peace. 

sage,  or  whatever  else  you  may  please  to  call  Well !  God  grant  it !  I  am  half  ioclined  to 
it,  would  not  have  read  so  well,  if  he  had  said,  think  so  too.  1  say  half  not  all ;  for,  this  hor- 
there  was  yet  another  chance  for  peace ;  and  rible  price  that  is  paying  for  soldiers ;  one 
the  other  reason  was,  that  it  was  not  then  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  a  head  in 
known,  that  his  friend  Bonaparte  had  been  so  cash,  and  160  acres  of  land  besides ;  and  bor- 
satisfactorily  rfndiftcd,  as  he  knew  him  to  have  rowing  t^iiirtv  millions  of  dollars;  tliat 
been,  when  he  found  out  that  there  was  does  not  look,  wui/i  like  peace,  I  confess.  And 
another  choice, yet,  how  can  our  madcaps  continue  the  war  ? 
And  now,  a  new  batch  of  ministers,  eiohtben  The  probabilities  of  peace  and  war  caiiMpt 
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be  easily  calculated.  As  to  our  lailers,  you 
are  to  take  against  the  chance  of  peace,  their 
excessive  folly,  their  utter  wickedness  ;  and 
God  knows  we  have  had  abundance  of  proof  of 
both.  In  favor  of  peace,  you  are  to  take  the 
extreme  necesdty  to  which  they  are  reduced.  I 
do  think  the  latter  will  prevail,  simply  be¬ 
cause  it  is  irresistible. 

But  what  sort  of  a  peace  shall  w’e  have  ?  A 
peace  entreated,  begged,  on  our  knees?  Do 
not  start  reader !  1  do  not  rejoice  in  such  a 
peace !  but  such  a  peace  is  the  only  one  we 
can  look  to.  It  is  not  our  fault.  It  is  the 
fahlt  of  the  vile,  unprincipled,  Frenchified  po- 
liticans,  who  have  reduced  us  to  the  condition 
we  are  in.  I  have  not  produced  the  disorder 
because  I  tell  you  its  nature.  I  do  not  rejoice 
in  its  existence,  because  1  am  able  to  tell 
what  it  is,  and  what  it  is  to  be.  I  labor  for  a 
I’hange  of  ipen,  as  the  only  means  of  obtain¬ 
ing  a  change  of  measures ;  and  I  must  speak 
of  things  as  they  err, 

Europe  has  broken  her  chains ;  she  looks 
with  reverential  awe  towards  England,  as  the 
only  power  w’hich  the  French  whirlwind  has 
never  disturbed.  Europe  is  English  ! 

What  ran  this  country  hope  from  employing 
longer  the  tools  of  France,  the  enemies  of  re¬ 
generated  Europe  ?  Are  these  the  men,  these 
miscreants,  who  eagerly  hugged  the  chains, 
which  Europe  bore,  only  till  she  was  able  to 
break  them  ;  arc  these  miscreants  to  make  our 
peace  with  regenerated,  re-invigorated,  re¬ 
deemed  Europe  ?  These  miscreants  who  loved, 
what  others  were  forced  to  endur^?  Are  these 
to  be  our  mediators  ?  Then  (lod  help  us !  Gpd 
deliver  us ! 

Fellow-citizens  !  Brothers  !  Americans  ! 
There  runs  throughout  the  earth  a  sentiment, 
a  sympathy,  not  so  ardent  as  that  of  religion 
formerly,  but  almost  as  powerful :  and  cement¬ 
ing  kindred  spirits,  with  an  imperishable,  an 
almost  seraphic  kindness  to  each  other.  The 
FEDERALIST  of  America  shall  be  benumbed 
with  the  frosts  of  Russia;  he  shall  be  lost  in 
the  forests  of  Germany;  he  shall  wander  in 
the  plains  ci{  Prussia;  he  shall  seek  shelter  in 
ythe  desolate  habitations  of  JlolUind;  he  shall 
visit  Smizerland,  the  Tyrol,  Naples,  or  Italy ; 
jjc  shall  go  to  Spain  3xid  Portugal;  any  coun¬ 
try  PUT  FRANCE ;  and  say  to  its  inhabitants, 
t  was  not  one  of  those  who  wished  success  to 
1:110  wbo  lu^s  3Q  long  glutted  op  yopr 


heart’s  blood ;  I  hated,  detested  him,  althongli 
the  government  of  my  country  joined  with 
him;  I  wished  your  deliverance,  although  my 
nilers  threw  their  weight  into  the  scale  of 
your  oppressor.  Let  him  say  this,  and  he  shall 
no  w  here  find  a  hand,  unwilling  to  grasp  hi'^ 
owui ;  no  wiiere  a  heart,  that  shall  not  beat  in 
unison  w  ith  every  pulsation  of  freedom,  from 
his  own. 

Now,  countrymen  !  brothers  ^  Americans ! 

I  whom  shall  we  select  to  make  peace  for  us  T 
federal  men,  beloved  in  Europe  ;  allied  to  the 
heroes  of  redeemed  Christendom,  by  feelings 
that  make  countries  matters  of  no  distinction ; 
or  shall  w  e  repose  our  fortunes  and  our  desti¬ 
nies  still,  upon  the  blood-hounds,  who  have  sup¬ 
ported  the  oppressor  of  Europe ;  the  dreadful 
fiend  w’ho  has  showered  so  much  misery  upon 
the  human  race  ! 

Our  present  rulers  can  lay  no  hope  of  au 
advantageous  peace,  in  the  prowess,  in  the 
war-talents  they  have  displayed  ;  they  can  lay 
none  in  the  sympathies  qf  Europe ;  they 
can  appeal  neither  to  kindness,  nor  fear.  Then 
what  can  we  hope  from  them  ?  what  hut  a 
I>eace,  as  disgraceful  as  their  war  has  been, 

1  feeble  and  calamitous  ?  they  hav'e  brought  us 
into  a  condition,  in  which  we  can  hope  for  no 
other  peace,  than  Europe  shall  be  magnani¬ 
mous  enough  to  allow  us  ;  no  other  peace  than 
England  is  willing  we  should  have. 

A  disgraceful  peace,  or  a  calamitous  w^ar,  is 
the  lot  of  tills  country,  if  the  present  French- 
I  ified  rulers  continue  in  pow’er. 

There  is  no  other  alternative  ;  choose  then ! 
will  you  have  federalists,  and  an  honorable 
advantageous  peace,  or  democrats,  with  a 
dishonourable,  disadvantageous  peace,  or  a 
miserably  conducted,  a  calami toils^  an  una¬ 
vailing  war?  Choose  ! 

Will  you  send  the  friends  of  Europe,  or  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  Europe,  to  intercede  for  us  ?  Choose  ! 

And  if  these  enemies  of  Europe  can  do  noth¬ 
ing  for  us,  will  you  go  on  increasing  your  bur¬ 
thens,  until  you  shall  sink  under  their  weight  ? 
or  will  you  turn  your  eyes  to  the  disciples  of 
Washington,  for  deliverance  ?  Choose. 

Will  you  LIVE,  or  will  you  die.  Choose  ! 

- -  ■  I 

HoLLAND.-^The  present  is  a  day  joyful  and 
glorious,  to  Dutchmen  and  the  descendants  of 
Dutchmen !  We  have  felt  the  deliverance  of 
other  nations,  I  hope,  as  friends  of  mankind 
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Quglil  to  feel  it ;  but  this  /  the  kindest,  sweetest 
affections  of  our  nature,  kindle  at  this  glorious 
emancipation.  The  Dutch  are  free,  again! 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  the  scourge  of  man,  the 
■destroyer  of  our  species,  the  pestilence  of  our 
age,  has  now  no  influence,  no  ally,  no  friend, 
but  in  France  and  the  United  States!  An 
object  of  universal  execration  and  liorror, 
throughout  all  Christendom,  he  has  now  no 
power,  but  in  France  and  the  United  States  ! 
Here  his  chains  are  breaking  asunder,  . ^d  we 
too,  shall  soon  appear  in  the  same  ranks  with 
ail  other  Christian  people.  If  France  is  doomed, 
for  her  manifold  crimes,  committed  during  and 
since  the  revolution,  to  expiate  her  enormities 
under  a  continuance  of  the  tyrant’s  cruelties, 
let  the  will  of  Heaven  be  done. 

Dutchmen,  and  descendants  of  Dutchmen, 
I'cail,  see,  here,  for  yourselves,  what  men  who 
have  endured  French  friendship,^  have  to  say 
when  they  are  at  liberty  to  speak ;  and  then 
•continue  on  the  french  side,  if  vou  can. 

Trarntaledfor  the  Evening  Post. 

PROCLAMATION.  ^ 

tn  the  name  of  iib  Soivih*  HJgbiiess  tlie  Prince  of 

Orange.  The  general  goveiwuieiit  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Province  .  i 

Dutchmen  ! 

he  inoTUCiit  is  born,  in  wliich  \vc  rcsiiinr  our 
national  existence  ;  tlie  triumjdi  of  the  allies  has 
pro>trated  our  oppressor,  and  annihilated  his 
giant  power. 

'lired  of  the  yoke 'under  which  we  were  so 
shamefully  reduced  to  creep,  every  Hollander 
^eels  the  ignition  of  courage  and  liberty  in  this 
portentous  crisis. 

National  Liberty  and  Independence!  is  our 
iiiolt  )  CIraiige,  the  point  of  union  of  every  one 
who  is  proud  of  the  name  of  Dutdiinan.  We  ac¬ 
complish  the  views  of  the  allies,  in  assuming  the 
reins  of  government,  im/il  the  arrival  of  his  Se- 
^  iie  Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  in  Ids 
.  iiaiiip,  are  willing  to  pliu'c  ourselves  at  the  head 
o!  the  general  government.  We  assume  tlve  same 
under  a  firm  coiifkleriCe  in  the  Divine  Providence, 
whose  almighty  arm  is  evident  in  the  direction  ot  i 
ours  to  accomplish  the  liberties  of  our  enslaved 
country.  W'e  seize  this  moment,  confident  in  the 
support  of  our  countrymen  of  every  description, 
to  recover  our  I^^t country — thatcountiy,  which 
imce  defied  and  4iefeated  the  proud  Philip  and 

Alva  on  the  face  of  the  elements,  as  they  chose 
them  for  their  field.  ^ 

From  this  moment  oiir  fetters  are  destroyed. 
No  strangers  shall  ever  more  lord  it  over  you^U 
allegiance  with,  or  slavish  submission  to,  the  Ty- 
irnnt  of  Europe,  the  destroyer  of  peace,  prospe¬ 
rity  and  independence  of  a  people,  is  for  ever  re- 
Yoked. 

lo  tlie  name  of  his  Serene  Highness  the  Prince 
our  chief  in  gov'eniment,  we  ab¬ 
solve  ail  our  countrymen  from  the  oath  of  alle- 
^giunce  the^’  have  taken  tv  the  Emperor  of  France, 


and  from  this  day  we  consider  as  rebels  and  trai¬ 
tors  towards  onr  national  government,  all  those 
wiiose  attachment  or  subserviency  to  France,  may 
induce  tiiem  to  dissent  from  our  ordei’s,  or  those 
of  our  officers,  delegates  &c.  or  those,  wdio  may 
hold  correspondence  or  communication  with  our 
enemy. 

All  connexion,  with Dur  oppressor,  w  hose  con¬ 
tempt  and  repi’oiich,  has  caused  the  cheek  of 
every  Dutchman  to  burn  with  shame,  ceases  from 
this  Ilay  for  ever.  But  this  is  not  enough ! 

Dutchmen!  We  call  on  you  to  rally  round  tlie 
staiid<u*d  we  have  planted.  W e  call  on  you  to 
drive  the  enemy  that  remains,  from  our  country, 
(our  fathers  laud,)  they  dare  seem  yet  to  threaten 
us,  aithoii^b  trembling  at  our  unioiu  Exterminate 
them  from  our  soil. 

Rwnemlier  the  deeds  of  our  forefnlUrTs  under  the 
immortal  William  tlie  First  of  Orange!  Let  the 
voicaiiic<ent)uit*iasm  of  love  of  country,  carry  you 
to  the  same  deeds  of  heroism — let  the  example- 
of  Spain  animate  you  to  sacrifice  life,  projierty, 
every'  thing  dear  to  man,  until  y^ou  shiver  intg 
atoms  our  galling  yoke,  aiid  restore  us  the  rising 
sun  of  our  new  -borir  l-<iberty. 

We  have  officers  exfiericnced  in  wai*,  charged 
with  your  uriiianient,  they’  will  head  you  in  every 
danger,  and  united  w  ith  the  allies,  all  our  dan¬ 
gers  will  soon  v’unish  Ijefore  us. 

Order  and  dismpline  shall  cliaracterize  our 
forces ;  both  are  insepamhle  fiem  real  courage. 
We  w  ill  take  care  of  our  defenders,  tfew'y  shall  ntjt 
want  in  any  tldjig.  The  G(»d  of  Holland  fights 
with  ns,  let  no  one  despair.  He  will  assist  by  his 
almighty  power,  those  who  assist  themselves. 

If  wc  are  to  carry  on  this  w  ar  of  defence  and  ' 
liberty  beyond  our  frontiers,  the  expenses  of  the 
general  government  must  be  defray  ed  by  the  con- 
tiiUiutioii  of  our  taxes,  and  we  need  not  remind 
our  Countrymen  of  their  duty — to  tell  them  the 
country's  revenues  are  essential  to  its  real  w'elfgjre 
and  independence,  is  enough  at  this 

We  order  every’  officer  in  Holland  to  retaaiii 
at  Jus  stiilion  and  appoint  them  to  discharge  their 
duties,  under  Uie  protection  ofevei’y  good  Dutch- 
majQ. 

We  desire  and  qualify  all  such  officers  whose 
superiors  have  abandoiM'd  their  administrations, 
to  consider  and  respect  the  oldest  in  rank  belongs 
ing  to  their  ilepartnieiit  as  their  chief,  holding 
tliera  all  collectively  I’csponsihle  for  the  due  adr 
ininisti’ation  of  their  appointments. 

We  trust  to  that  spirit  of  good  order  which  dis¬ 
tinguishes  our  country  men  in  every  de^iartment 
of  the  governnient,  particularly  that  of  justice 
for  uninterrupted  tranquility,  and  rigorous  sup¬ 
port  of  the  laws  of  the  governmenL 

We  desire  and  order  all  departments  eitiesaijd 
places,  holding  authorities,  to  proclaim  and  af¬ 
fix  this  as  usual  aecoiding  to  law. 

Done  this  ^lOth  November,  1813. 

GK.  VAN  HOGENDORF. 


NEW-YORK  LEGISLATURE. 

The  following  message  and  documents,  were 
ceived  from  his  e^xcelteney  the  governor,  and  ©r- 
dered  to  be  printed. 

Gentlemen-. — l^irsuant  to  the  suggestion 
made  in  my  public  communication  at  the  openqjc 
qf  the  sesftiou,  I  now  lay  before  you  a  sUtemeut 
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of  the  proceedings  which  have  taken  place  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  invasion  and  defence  of  the  Niagara 
frontier. 

On  the  26th  day  of  November  last,  I  received  a 
requisition  from  the  war  department,  a  copy 
whereof,  marked  (A)  accompanies  this  ra(‘ssege. 
On  the  same  day,  a  general  order  for  levying  the 
detachment  issued,  (B)  with  tlie  blank  for  the 
number  of  men.  This  order  was  enclosed  to  (ge¬ 
neral  McClure,  then  commanding  on  that  frontier, 
with  authority  and  directions  to  till  the  blank  with 
such  number  of  men  as  would  he  coiujielent,  af> 
conljng  to  the  autiientic  information  he  might  pos- 
^ss  of  the  number,  situation  and  objects 
of  the  enemy’s  force  in  that  direction,  and 
thereupon  to  transmit  the  order  to  iMajor  Oe-. 
neral  Hall. 

Upon  ray  return  to  this  place,  from  the  southern 
fmntier,  on  the  24th  of  December  last,  an  express 
delivered  me  communications  fixrni  Gen.  M’Chire, 
and  from  General  Hopkins,  commandant  of  the 
Niagara  brigade  of  militia,  informing  me  that  the 
enemy  had  crossed  at  Lewiston  and  burnt  that  l 
village,  and  of  their  apprehension  for  the  safety  of 
Fort  Niagara.  That  the  militia  had  been  called 
forth  c«  wiassc,  and  that  about  four  hundred  ofi 
them  had  arrived. 

The  express  stated,  that  he  met  bodies  of  troops 
going  out,  and  that  Major  General  Hall,  com- 
pandant  of  the  western  division  of  militia,  was  on 
his  way  to  that  froiitied*. 

The  superinteiulant  of  the  United  States  ord- 
jiance  department  in  this  city,  immediately  sent 
off  350,000  musket  cartridges,  14,000  flints,  500 
muskets,  and  a  quantity  of  ammunition  prepared 
for  field-pieces.  There  was  also  furnished  from 
the  state  supply,  at  this  place,  1000  muskets  and 
cartridge-boxes,  which  have  since  been  followed 
by  300  camp  kettles,  and  as  many  axes  and  shovels 
as  could  be  procured^  and  by  a  quantity  of  mus¬ 
ket  cartridges  belonging  to  the  state,  which  were 
near  Oswego. 

Not  having  the  means  of  immediate  transpor¬ 
tation  at  niy  command,  the  quarter-master  gene- 
i*ul  of  the  United  States  for  this  district,  upon  a 
requisition  therefor  caused  the  state  muskets  and 
c»irtridge-boxes  to  be  transported  with  those  of 
United  States. 

A  copy  of  my  answer  to  General  M‘Clure’s 
letter  (C,)  and  also  of  a  communication  made  to 
General  Hall  (D,)  is  annexed. 

On  the  31  st  day  of  December,  a  despatch  from 
general  Hall  (E)  came  to  hand,  which  gave  me 
reason  to  hope  that  furtl^er  depredations  of  the 
pnemy  would  be  prevented.  But  on  the  2d  of 
.Tanuory,  instant,  an  express  brought  a  second  des¬ 
patch  (F)  giving  the  melancholy  account  of  the 
destruction  of  Buffalo.  Whereupon,  Colonel 
Lamb,  one  of  my  aids  de  camp,  was  directed  to 
repair  immediately  to  that  frontier,  with  instnic- 
tions  to  confer  with  General  Hall  and  the  other 
genei’gl  officers  of  militia,  ^Lnd  with  plenary  pow- 
pi'S  to  comply  with  any  request  within  the  scope 
of  my  authority,  and  the  resources  of  the  state. 
Py  him,  also,  a  remittanpe  of  some  funds  was 
to  Major-General  Hall,  and  at  the  same 
time,  the  general  was  invested  wufth  full  and  en- 
l|re  command  over  the  militia  and  means  of  de¬ 
fence  W'est  of  Onondagaf,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
{he  Invasion,  Ujs  ari  jY?j  ay  Onondaga, 


Colonel  Lamb  inforpied  me  that  the  enemy,  ex- 
cept  the  garrison  of  Fort  Niagara  had  returned 
into  Canada.  On  his  arrival  at  Batavia,  he  con¬ 
firmed  that  infoiTiiation,  and  stated,  further,  that 
the  people  who  had  fled  from  their  homes  were 
returning  to  them,  and  that  nothing  more  could  be 
done  by  militia  on  that  frontier,  at  present,  than 
to  supjiort  and  protect  the  inhabitants  against 
further  encroachments.  A  copy  of  his  final  report 
is  herew  ith  submitted  (H). 

The  paper  marked  (1)  contains  Major-General 
Hall’s  official  account  of  his  arrangements,  and  of 
the  battle  with  the  enemy  at  Black  Rock  on  the 
30th  of  December  lust.  Three  rejjorts  have  since 
been  received  from  him,  (K  L  O).  The  copy  of 
an  affidavit  of  Roliert  Lee,  Esq.  who  was  taken 
a  prisoner  in  Fort  Niagara,  (M)  also  aceompanieii 
this  niessage. 

The  precetling  statement,  copimnnications  and 
documents,  furnish  all  the  information  in  my  pos¬ 
session  relative  to  the  late  invasion,  and  w  ill  ac¬ 
quaint  the  legislature  with  all  the  measures  w  hich 
have  been  adopted  in  consequence  of  it.  It  will, 
I  trust,  satisfactorily  appear  ii*om  them,  that  the 
[  exertion  of  all  the  resources  of  the  state,  applica¬ 
ble  to  th(?  protection  of  the  western  district,  were 
promptly  exerted  in  its  defence. 

It  must  be  ascribed  to  a  great  w'aste  or  em^* 
bezzlement  of  public  property  on  that  frontier, 
that  there  should  have  been  any  deficiency  of 
arms  or  ammunition  for  repelling  the  late  inva-* 
sion;  fora  number  of  cannon  and  a  great  propor¬ 
tion  of  all  the  arms,  ammunition  and  other  mili- 
tiirj'  stores  of  every  kind,  belonging  to  the  state, 
had  been  before  forwarded  to  the  arsenals  at  Ca¬ 
nandaigua,  and  Batavia,  and  at  Buffalo,  and  to 
other  places  west  of  Canandaigua,  and  large  quan¬ 
tities  thereof  had  been  deposited  for  the  security 
of  the  inhahUants  in  the  towns  hounded  by  Lake 
Ontario  and  Lake  Erie,  and  in  other  places. 
The  whole  of  the  public  stores  at  Canandaigua, 
and  w'estw^ard  of  it,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  have  been  subject  to  the  orders  of  Major- 
General  Hall,  and  of  every  other  general  officer 
of  militia  w  ho  might  he  called  into  service  to  re¬ 
pel  invasions.  A  message  communicated  to  the 
legislature  last  year,  with  respect  to  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  arms  and  military  stores,  and  the  an¬ 
nual  report  of  the  commissaiy  of  the  state, 
will  afford  more  particular  information  upon  the 
subject. 

1  fully  Qoncur  in  the  suggestion  made  by  Colo¬ 
nel  Lamb  in  this  report,  which  has  been  likew  ise 
mentioned  by  most  of  the  militia  officers  of  th» 
west,  that  a  description  of  force  more  perma^ 
nent  and  more  to  be  relied  upon  than  detached 
militia,  is  indispensable. 

I  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  two  regiments  of  volunteers,  of  1000 
men  each,  and  a  batallion  of  mounted  infantry  or 
riflemen,  consisting  of  400  men,  who  may  repair 
to  that  frontier — relieve  the  detached  militia  now 
there,  and  remain  in  service  for  the  time  for  w  hich 
the  fonner  are  hound  to  gerve — that  the  wages  of 
privates  be  increased  by  the  state  to  ten  dollars 
per  month — and,  that  the  volunteers  be  permitted 
io  ohoose  their  own  officei's.  Should  the  legisla¬ 
ture  think  with  me  on  the  above  subject,  there 
will  he  no  difficulty  in  procuring  a  sufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  volunteers  immediately.  'Fhere  ai*e  e^uipjp 
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Wien  is 'belonging  to  the  state,  of  every  kind,  west 
of  C  anandaigua,  sufficient  for  twice  the  number  of 
roliuiteers  before  mentioned. 

Any  other  plans  or  arrangements  ivhich  the 
w  isdom  of  the  legislature  may  dev  ise  for  the  emer¬ 
gency,  will  equally  meet  my  cordial  co-operation 
aud  support. 

Many  of  the  brav’e  men  who  fell  at  Black  Rock, 
were  in  the  service  of  the  state  pursuant  to  the 
laws  thereof.  Tlie  laws  of  the  United  States  may 
not  extend  to  their  families.  Those  also  who  were 
wounded  or  disabled  may  not  come  within  the  pur¬ 
view  of  the  peiivsion  law  of  the  United  States.  Hn* 
exercise  of  further  legislativ'e  authority  will, 
therefore^  be  requisite,  before  the  wounded  can 
receive  the  l^enelit  of  the  provision  contained  in 
the  TOtli  section  of  the  act  organizing  the  militia 
of  this  state.  Although  that  section  does  not  ex¬ 
tend  to  the  families  of  those  who  fell  in  the  ser- 
vice^of  the  state,  yet  they  have  claims  upon  its 
protection  ami  bounty  which  the  legislature  will 
readily  discharge. 

Jaju  SUt,  lbl4.  D.  D.  TOMPKINS. 

DOCUMENTS 

^Actompan^inghis  txceUtney  tht  govcnior^s message. 

Albany,  November  26, 1813. 

Sir — Let  nie  request  you  to  authorize  Gen. 
M’Clure  to  garrison  Forts  George  and  Niaga¬ 
ra,  in  the  event  of  General  Harrison's  leaving 
the  Niagara  frontier  for  Sacket’s  Harbour. 

Should  the  enemy  abandon  Burlington 
Heights,  as  appears  to  be  their  intention, 
the  garrisons  need  not  be  large.  Much  will 
depend  on  the  charac'ter  of  the  pei  son  left  in 
eoininand.  To  Colonel  Fleming  it  might  be 
safely  committed.  His  ex|)erience  and  other 
valuable  qualities,  lit  him  liir  it.  The  garri¬ 
sons  may  be  composcxl  either  of  volunteers  or 
drafted  militia.  But,  of  whatever  description, 
it  is  desirable  that  their  term  of  service  should 
be  more  than  one  month. 

Let  me  request  the  favour  of  hearing  from 
you  on  this  subject,  so  soon  as  Gen.  iM’CIure 
shall  inform  vou  of  his  arrangements. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vours,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  ARMSTRONG. 

CiovtriKfr  Tompkins. 

Albany,  November  26,  1813. 

Sir — Having  been  informed  recently,  that 
the  regular  army  is  abo)^  to  leave  Forts 
George  and  Niagara,  and  believing  that  there 
is  imminent  danger  of  invasion  and  distress  of 
our  fellow  citizens  on  the  Niagai’a  frontier,  I 
have  to  request,  in  pursuance  of  a  requisition 
lc»r  that  purpose,  made  through  the  secretary 
of  the  war  department  of  the  United  States, 
that  you  will  detach  from  your  division  of  the 
militia  of  this  state,  and  organize  and  order  to 
that  frontier,  on  or  before  the  lOtli  day  of  De¬ 
cember  now  next,  men,  with  the 

requisite  number  of  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers  and  musicians,  who  are  to  march  to 
Fort  Niagara,  in  this  state,  and  rojK>rt  them¬ 
selves  to,  and  obey  the  onlerof  the  coiiimand- 
ing  officer  of  militia  on  that  fruntiei\ 


Your  known  zeal  in  protecting  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  frontier  of  your  division,  and  the 
emergency  of  the  occasion  will,  I  trust,  call 
forth  your  utmost  exertions  to  comply  witb 
this  order. 

With  great  consideration,  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 
Major  General  Amos  Hall. 

(C) 

[Copy.] 

Albany,  December  21,  1813. 

Dear  sir — I  have  this  moment  arrived  from 
New-York,  and  have  received  your  communi¬ 
cation  detailing  the  disastrous  state  of  things 
on  the  Niagara  frontier.  With  my  letter  of 
the  26t{i  of  November  last,  you  were  furnished 
with  an  order  on  Major  General  Hall,  to  de¬ 
tach  from  his  division,  such  number  ot  men  as 
you  should  judge  sufficient  to  garrison  Forts 
George  and  Niagara,  and  to  protect  the  inhar 
bitants  of  the  Niagara  frontier.  Upon  myju- 
rival  here,  I  learnt  for  the  tirst  time,  that  fhc 
former  has  been  destroyed,  the  village  of 
Newark  burnt,  and  Fort  Niagara  made  the 
depot  of  all  the  cannon,  military  stores  and 
equipments  on  that  frontier,  with  but  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  men  to  garrison  it.  I  was  not  apprized 
of  the  intention  to  evacuate  Fort  George,  or 
to  destroy  Newark,  otherwise  I  should  most 
assuredly  have  given  directions  to  have  that 
fmiitier  supplied  with  a  considerable  force,  to 
guard  against  the  consequences  of  tlie  irrita¬ 
tion  and  disposition  to  retaliate,  w'hich  the 
burnriig  of  Newark  w’ould  naturally  excite  on 
the  w'est  side  of  the  Niagara  river. 

Major  Bumford  has  forwarded  the  following 
articles : 

3.')0,000  musket  cartridges, 

14,000  fliuts, 

,i00  muskets,  and  a  quantity  of  am- 
munition  for  field  pieces. 

Should  any  further  supplies  be  required, 
they  shall  be  forwarded  immediately.  The 
articles  in  the  state  arsenals  at  Canandaigua 
and  Batavia,  are  already  subject  to  the  orders 
of  militia  generals.  I  understand  General 
Hall  has  gone  out.  He  will,  of  course,  have 
the  command,  and  I  have,  therefore,  address¬ 
ed  a  communication  to  him,  containing  autho¬ 
rity  to  call  for  additional  numbers  of  men, 
and  to  repel  the  invasion  promptly  and  effect¬ 
ually.  I  have  also  written  to  the  secretary  of 
war,  and  will  communicate  the  answer  and  in¬ 
structions  of  the  president,  so  soon  as  they 
may  be  received.  I  hope  you  will  have  been 
able,  before  the  receipt  of  this,  to  have  ex* 
pelled,  if  not  destroyed,  the  invading  force. 

I  am,  sir,  with  rej^rd,  &c. 

(Signed)  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 
General  Geo.  McClure. 

\  J®) 

I  [Copy.] 

Albany,  Dec.  25th,  1813. 

Sir — On  the  26th  November  last,  an  ordei' 
I  w  as  issued  Ibr  a  sufficient  detaclu^nt  from 
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your  division,  to  secure  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Niagara  frontier  dnriiig  the  winter.  The 
number  was  left  blank,  with  directions  for 
Genei*al  MCltire  to  fill  it,  and  deliver  the  or¬ 
der  to  you.  It  was  presumed,  that  as  iie  had 
commanded  on  the  frontier  during  the  fall,  he 
was  the  best  judge  of  the  quantum  of  force 
requisite  for  the  above  purpose.  I  was,  there¬ 
fore,  much  surprised  on  my  return  from  New- 
York,  tliis  day,  to  learn  the  weak  and  disas¬ 
trous  state  of  that  frontier.  The  express  in¬ 
forms  me,  that  you  had  proceeded,  or  would 
proceed,  to  the  lines  in  consequence  of  that 
information.  The  whole  ef  your  division  is 
placed  at  your  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  re¬ 
pelling  the  invasion,  and  driving  the  enemy 
from  our  state.  You  are  cliarged  with  tlie 
command  on  that  frontier  for  tJiat  purpose, 
and  will  exert  yourself  to  the  utmost  to  put  a 
prompt  and  effectual  stop  to  the  incursions 
and  depredations  of  the  enemy,  by  expelling, 
and  if  possible,  by  destroying  them. 

Three  hmidred  and  fifty .  thousand  musket 
cartridges,  fourteen  thousand  flints,  five  hun¬ 
dred  muskets,  and  ammunition  for  field  pieces, 
have  been  Ibrwarded  by  Major  Bumfbrd,  to 
Canandaigua,  where  they  will  be  subject  to 
order.  The  nature  of  the  service  to  be  per¬ 
formed'  on  this  occasion,  cannot  give  rise  to 
any  questions  about  the  liability  of  militia  to 
perform  it,  as  the  resistance  of  invasion  is  tlie 
enly  object*  You  will  consider  yourself  vest¬ 
ed  with  liberal  powers  and  authority  to  effect 
that  object,  and  you  will  doubtless  be  zealous 
to  accomplish  it. 

If  there  be  no  other  quarters,  you  can  take 
possession  of  the  houses  and  other  buildings 
at  Biifialo  and  Black  Rock,  which  I  am  inform¬ 
ed  are  principally  abandoned,  and  of  the  huts 
fi-t  Williamsviile.  You  will  keep  a  good  look 
out  on  the  Ridge  Road,  and  prevent  the  ene¬ 
my  fi’om  desti’oyiug  tlie  arsenal  and  stores  at 
Batavia. 

The  public  property  delivered  out  and  not 
used,  under  your  orders,  is  to  l)e  returned  and 
secured  before  the  militia  may  be  dismissed. 
There  was  great  negligence  and  waste  with 
respect  to  tlie  military  stores  at  Niagara,  in 
November  and  December,  1812,  and  in  the 
beginning  ol‘  1813. 

The  contractor’s  agent,  I\!;ijor  Allen,  ought 
to  be  notified  of  the  quantity  of  provisions 
which  may  be  required,  and  you  will  permit 
me  to  suggest,  that  unless  you  can  arm  ail  the 
militia  which  may  arrive  and  be  unarmed,  you 
had  better  dismiss  them  or  send  them  into  the 
interior,  until  they  can  be  armed ;  as  without 
arms  they  will  not  add  to  your  force,  but  will 
exhaust  your  provisions,  and  deprive  the  fron¬ 
tier  inhabitants  of  the  means  of  support  du¬ 
ring  the  winter. 

I  am,  sir,  w  ith  regard, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

Major  General  Jmos  Hall, 


[Copy*] 

Buffalo,  Dec.  26th,  1813— Evening. 

His  Excelkiixy  Governor  Tompkins, 

Sir — On  my  receiving  information  of  the 
enemy’s  crossing  the  Niagara  river  and  taking 
the  fort,  1  immediately  set  ofl  for  that  frontier. 
On  my  arrival  at  Batavia,  I  found  a  number  of 
volunteers  assembled.  I  tarried  one  day  at 
that  place,  to  forward  them  on  to  the  frontier, 
and  make  arrangements  for  those  who  should 
follow. 

I  this  day  arrived  at  Buffalo  and  assumed 
the  command  of  the  troops  (Indiig  all  volun¬ 
teers)  now  on  this  station.  The  whole  number 
here  and  at  Lewiston,  &c.  may  amount  to 
2000,  of  all  descriptions.  The  enemy  have 
made  their  appearance  opposite  Black  Rock 
and  an  invasion  is  to  be  expected. 

The  troops  now  out  can  be  kept  but  a  few 
days.  The  troops  called  out  on  your  excellen¬ 
cy's  last  requisition,  cannot  ail  arrive  at  this 
place  until  the  middle  or  last  of  the  week. 
The  order  did  not  reach  me  until  Uic  evening 
of  the  16th  instant.  • 

Our  loss  ill  the  capture  of  Fort  Niagara  has 
been  immense.  What  number  of  brave  men 
have  been  sacrificed,  we  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  learn.  It  must  have  been  great. 

Several  iiiliabilaiits  have  been  killed  at 
Lewiston,  and  among  whom  it  is  not  ascer¬ 
tained  there  are  any  women  or  children. 

I  have  the  lionour  to  be,  kx*. 

(Signed.)  AMOS  HALL. 

(“')  - 

Head-Quarte rs — A iaga ra  Frontier, 
Dec.  30,  1813,  7  o’clock,  P.  M. 

Sir — I  have  only  a  moment  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th  instaiitr 
and  to  add  that  this  frontier  is  wholly  desolate. 
The  British  crossed  over,  supported  by  a 
strong  party  of  the  Indians,  at  a  little  liefore 
day  tliis  morning,  near  Black  Rock.  They 
were  met  by  the  militia,  under  my  cummancU 
with  spirit;  but  overpowered  by  the  numbers 
and  disc ipline  of  the  enemy,  the  militia  gave 
way  and  fled  on  every  side.  Every  attempt 
to  rally  them  was  ineffectual.  Their  purpose 
was  obtained,  and  the  flourishing  village  of 
Buffalo  is  laid  in  mins. — The  Niagara  frontier 
now  lies  open  and  naked  to  our  enemies.  Your 
judgment  will  direct  you  what  is  most  proper 
in  the  emergency.  1  am  exhausted  with  fa¬ 
tigue  and  must  defer  particulars  until  to-mor- 
row'.  Many  valuable  lives  are  lost. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  HALL,  Maj,  Gen, 
(H.) 

Albany,  Japuary  20,  1814. 

Sir — Agreeable  to  your  excellency’s  orders 
I  left  this  city  on  the  4th  instant,  and  proceed-* 
ed  with  all  possible  despatch  to  the  Niagara 
frontier.  On  my  arrival  at  Bloomfield,  in  the 
county  of  Ontario,  I  met  General  Hall,  who 
was  on  the  point  of  returning  to  Batavia,  to^ 
collect  tjie  troops  who  had  beep  de'^aelieji 
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wnderyour  excellency’s  orders  of  the  26th  No¬ 
vember,  which  amounted  to  1000  men  ;  and 
Also  of  another  detachment  of  10(X),  which  he 
had  ordered  out  on  authority  subsequently 
given  him. 

On  my  arrival  at  Batavia,  I  found  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  that  place  and  the  country  west, 
as  far  as  Bufiaio,  on  the  main  road,  had,  on 
receiving  information  of  the  landing  of  the 
enemy,  fled  and  left  their  homes,  bit  were 
generally  returning.  I  proceeded  to  Buffalo 
and  found  that  flourishing  village  totally  des¬ 
troyed.  Tlie  only  buildings  remaining  in  it 
are  the  gaol,  which  is  built  of  stone,  a  small 
frame  house,  and  an  armorer’s  shop.  All  the 
houses  east  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Batavia  road, 
for  two  miles,  excepting  log-houses,  are  also 
destroyed,  and  almost  every  building  between 
Buffalo  and  fort  Niagara,  along  the  river,  had, 

I  was  informed,  shared  the  same  fate. 

The  enemy  had  with  him  at  Black  Rock  and 
Buffalo  a  number  of  Indians,  (the  general  opi¬ 
nion  in  that  country.is  about  200)  who  pursued 
their  accustomed  ’mode  of  horrid  warfare,  by 
tomahawking,  scalping,  and  otherwise  mutila-  ! 
ting  the  persons 'who  fell  into  their  hands. 
Among  Uie  victims  of  their  savage  barbarity, 
was  a  Mrs.  Lovejoy,  at  Buffalo,  wlio  was  to- 
niahaw'ke<i  and  afterwards  burnt  in  her  own 
house.  The  conduct  of  these  savages,  has 
struck  the  minds  of  the  people  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  w  ith  such  horror,  as  to  make  it  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary,  that  a  more  efficient  force 
than  the  ordinary  militia  of  the  country  should 
be  employed  for  its  protection  to  prevent  its 
becoming  entirely  depopulated. 

There  was,  when  I  left  Batavia,  between  5 
and  600  militia  at  Williamsville  and  in  its  vi¬ 
cinity,  under  the  command  of  General  Hop¬ 
kins,  and  about  the  same  number  on  the  Ridge 
•  Road,  near  the  arsenal,  under  the  comuiMnd  of 
Colonel  Hopkins.  It  was  the  intention  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Hall,  w’lio  was  at  Batavia,  to  make  up 
the  number  at  each  of  these  stations  to  ItHX) 
men.  There  were  also  at  Batavia  abimt  UK) 
regulars,  under  the  command  of  Major  Riddle, 
w'ho  had  received  ordci’s  to  march  to  illiams- 
ville. 

As  the  enemy  had  recrossed  into  Canada, 
leaving  no  part  of  his  force  in  our  territory, 
except  the  garrison  of  Fort  Niagara,  I  did 
not  think  it  necessary  for  me  to  remain  in  the 
country,  or  to  exercise  the  plenary  powers 
with  which  you  were  pleased  to  vest  me  ; 
especially  as  the  authority  given  to  General 
Hall  appeared  to  me  to  be  amply  sufficient  to 
enable  him  to  give  a  temporary  protection  to 
that  frontier.  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion, 
however,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  that 
a  force  of  a  more  permanent  and  substantial 
nature  tlian  that  at  present  under  his  command, 
should  be  provided  with  as  little  delay  as  [)os- 
sible. 

I  have  the  houour  to  be,  &c. 

ANTHONY  LAMB. 
iJh  E^celUncy  Goveniftr  Tompkinst 
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Head-Quarters-^lViagara  Frontier, 
January  6th,  1814. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  state  (f 
Nenh  York, 

S' n-— The  confusion  into  which  every  thing 
was  ihrowQ  by  the  events  of  the  30th  Decem¬ 
ber,  and  the  imperious  necessity  of  taking 
precautionary  measures  against  the  advances 
of  the  enemy,  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  fur¬ 
nish  at  an  earlier  period  a  detailed  account  of 
the  operations  on  this  frontier,  during  my  hi¬ 
therto  unfortunate  and  embarrassing  com¬ 
mand  ;  add  to  this,  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
collecting  authentic  facts  relative  to  our  loss, 
since  the  forces  under  ray  command  were  of 
that  multiform  description,  which  they  neces¬ 
sarily  were,  being  composed  almost  wliolly 
of  volunteer  militia  and  exempts,  hastily  and 
confuse^y  assembled  in  the  moment  of  alarm, 
and  dissipated  by  the  events  of  a  battle. 

The  storming  of  Fort  Niagara  and  the  burn¬ 
ing  of  I^wiston,  presaging  further  devastation, 
threw'  this  whole  country  into  the  most  violent 
agitation.  On  the  moment,  and  witiiout  any 
previous  preparation,  1  hastened  to  Batavia, 
witli  a  view  to  take  such  measures  as  might  be 
within  my  power  to  repel  the  enemy  and  pro¬ 
tect  the  frontier.  I  hastily  collected  from  the 
militia  and  volunteers  of  Genesee  county,  and 
tlie  brigade  of  General  W adsworth  in  Ontario, 
a  considerable  force ;  but  geoeratly  defleient 
in  arms  and  ammunition,  and  the  necessary 
conveniences  of  a  camp.  In  the  evening  of 
the  22d  of  December,  General  MClure  with 
the  regulars  under  the  command  oi  Major 
Riddle,  arrived  in  Batavia,  and  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  23d,  signitied  by  a  letter  his  desire 
that  1  Wr'ould  take  the  command  during  this 
moment  of  general  alarm.  I  accordingly  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  organize,  in  the  best  maimer  in  my 
power,  the  forces  then  at  Batavia,  and  with 
the  arms  and  ammunition  collected  from  dif¬ 
ferent  sections  of  the  coimtry,  and  what  lit¬ 
tle  could  be  procured  from  the  arsenals  at  Ca¬ 
nandaigua  and  Batavia,  I  was  enabled  to  get 
under  march,  on  the  25th,  for  Ijewiston,  a 
body  vof  infantry  about  15t)  strong,  under  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  Lawrence,  supported  by  one 
company  of  cavalry  under  command  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Marvin,  with  orders  to  proceed  and  join  a 
corps  of  militia,  said  to  be  200  strong,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Atchinson, 
which  w^  stationed  atForsy  tb*s,  on  the  Ridge 
Road,  fifteen  miles  east  from  Lew'iston,  to  col¬ 
lect  and  save  all  the  ammunition  in  his  power, 
which  had  been  removed  from  the  arsenal  at 
Lew  iston,  and  was  then  dispersed  on  the  road 
and  diflbrent  parts  of  the  country,  and  with 
instructions  to  act  as  circumstances  and  the 
nature  ol  his  force  would  permit  against  the 
enemy ;  and,  if  practicable,  to  effect  a  junc¬ 
tion  with  the  main  force  at  Buffalo,  by  the 
way  ol  Manchester,  Schlosser,  and  thence  up 
the  river  to  Black  Rock  ;  leaving  as  a  reserve 
the  corps  under  Cplonel  Atchinson,  at  their  sU- 
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tion  near  Lewiston.  I  then  ordered  the  re¬ 
mainder  of’  the  troops  to  Buffalo,  with  the 
exception  of  the  regular  forces,  over  whom  I 
assumed  no  command. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  I  proceeded  to 
Buffalo,  leaving  General  MClure  at  Batavia, 
with  instructions  to  organize  such  detachments 
of  volunteers  as  might  arrive,  and  direct  their 
march  for  Buffalo.  I  arrived  in  Buftalo  on  the 
morning  of  the  2()th,  and  there  found  a  consi¬ 
derable  body  of  irregular  troops  of  various 
descrij)tions,  disorganized  and  confused;  every 
thing  wore  the  appearance  of  consternation 
and  dismay.  On  the  same  day  I  issiu  d  an  or¬ 
der  for  the  several  commandants  of  corps,  for  j 
a  return  of  the  number  of  effective  men  under! 
their  command  ;  and  an  order  to  C  aptain  j 
C  ajnp,  A.  D.  Cl.  M.  Cieneral,  for  the  return  of 
the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  in  the  (piar- 
termastor's  department ;  a  copy  of  whicli  re¬ 
turn,  1  have  heretofore  had  the  honour  to  for-j 
w^ird  your  excellency,  and  which  sufficiently 
exhibits  the  destitute  condition  of  that  de¬ 
partment.  On  the  27th  I  ordered  a  review  of 
all  the  troops  under  my  command  at  Buffalo 
and  the  Rock,  when  I  found  my  numerical 
force  to  be  as  follows  : 

At  Buffalo,  under  Lieut.  Colonel  Boughton, 
of  the  cavalry  and  mounted  volunteers,  129 ; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Blakeslee,  of  the  Clntario 
exempts  and  volunteers,  4:i3 ;  Lieutenant 
C’oloncI  Chapin,  of  the  Buffalo  militia,  136; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Mallory,  of  the  Canadian 
volunteers,  97  ;  Ma  jor  Adams,  of  the  Genesee 
militia,  382.  At  the  Rock  were  stationed, 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Hopkins,  382  effective  men,  composed  of  the 
corps  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  War¬ 
ren  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Churchill,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  a  body  of  37  mounted  infantry,  under 
eoininand  of  Captain  Ransom;  83  Indians, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gran¬ 
ger,  and  one  piece  field  artillery,  a  six  pound¬ 
er,  and  25  men,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Seely — making  an  aggregate  nominal  f’-jrce  on 
the  27th,  to  be  1711  men  :  add  to  this  a  regi¬ 
ment  of  Cliatauque  militia,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  M‘Mahan,  which  arrived 
at  Buffalo  on  the  29th,  about  300  men,  which 
swells  my  force  to  2011,  which  was  reduced 
on  the  morning  of  alarm,  by  desertions,  to  le.ss 
than  1200 ;  and  so  deficieiit  were  my  supplies 
of  ammunition,  that  a  greater  part  of  the 
cartridges  for  Colonel  M‘Mahan’s  regiment 
were  made  and  distributed  after  they  were 
paraded  on  the  morning  of  the  battle. 

I'he  movements  of  the  enemy  already  indi- 
c^ated  their  intention  of  attacking  the  village 
of  Buffalo  or  Black  Rock,  w’hich  left  me  not 
a  moment’s  repose  from  the  arduous  duty  of 
preparing  the  most  effective  means  in  my 
power  for  meeting  the  enemy  with  the  crude 
force  under  iny  command.  On  the  28th,  I 
was  so  fortunate  as  to  procure  such  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  the  enemy’s  movements,  from  a  ci¬ 
tizen  w’ho  made  his  escape  from  Canada,  as  to 
l^ave  me  no  doubt  as  U)  their  iuteuth)ir 


I  fn  the  evening  of  the  29th,  at  or  about  12 
!  o’clock,  I  received  information  that  our  horse 
patrole  liad  been  fired  on  a  short  distance  be¬ 
low  Canjokaties  Creek,  and"  one  mile  below 
Black  Rock,  liieutenant  Boughton,  an  enter- 
prizing  and  brave  officer,  who  commanded  the 
patrole,  bad  his  horse  shot  under  him.  The 
enemy  advanced  and  took  possession  of  the 
Sailor’s  Battery,  near  Canjokaties  Creek.  The 
troops  were  immediately  paraded  and  stooil 
by  their  arms.  1  was  yet  uncertain  at  what 
point  the  enemy  would  attack  me  :  tlie  dark¬ 
ness  of  the  night  was  not  favorable  for  making 
observations.  I  was  apprehensive  the  enemy 
designed  to  make  a  feigned  attack  below 
Black  Rock,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  off 
iny  force  from  the  village  of  Buffalo,  prepa¬ 
ratory  to  a  landing  al)ovc  the  village,  intend¬ 
ing  thereby  to  take  it  by  surprise ;  at  tlie 
same  time  being  anxious  to  anticipate  tlie 
enemy’s  landing,  and  meet  them  at  the  wa¬ 
ter's  edge,  I  gave  orders  that  the  tnwps  at 
the  Rock,  commanded  by  Colonels  Warren 
and  Churchill,  (General  Hopkins  tw'ing  at  that 
time  absent  from  camp)  to  attack  the  oiiciiiy 
and  endeavor  to  dislodge  them  from  the  bat¬ 
tery  and  drive  them  to  their  boats.  'I’he  at¬ 
tempt  failed,  through  the  confusion  into  which 
the  militia  were  thrown,  on  the  first  fire  of 
the  cneihy  and  the  darkwss  of  the  night : 
they  were  dispersed,  and  not  again  embodied 
under  their  proper  officers  tlirougli  the  day.  I 
then  ordered  Uie  corps  under  M^r  Adams 
and  the  corps  under  Colonel  Chapin  to  make 
the  attack.  This  was  attended  with  no  bet¬ 
ter  effect.  Tlie  men  were  thrown  into  com 
fusion  by  the  enemy’s  fire,  and  after  skirmish¬ 
ing  a  short  time,  fled,  and  were  not  again 
t^nihodied  through  the  day.  I  then  ordered  - 
the  corps  under  the  command  of  Cel.  Blakes- 
Ice,  to  adv  ance  to  the  attack  ;  and  at  the 
same  time  I  put  the  remainder  of  niy  troops 
in  motion  f’or  the  same  {>oint,  and  proceeded 
liy  the  hill  road  to  Black  Rock.  On  approach¬ 
ing  the  village  at  Black  Rock,  I  discovered  a 
detachment  of  the  enemy’s  boats  crossing  to 
our  shore  and  bending  their  course  towards  the 
rear  of  General  Porter’s  house.  The  day 
w^as  .now  beginning  to  dawn.  I  immediately 
countermanded  the  order  given  Colonel  Blakes¬ 
lee  to  attack  the  enemy’s  left,  and  directed 
tliem  to  form  and  attack  tlie^  enemy’s  centre 
at  the  water’s  edge. 

I  now  became  satisfied  as  to  the  disposition 
and  object  of  the  enemy,  which  I  ascertained 
to  be  as  follow : 

Their  left  wing,  composed  of  about  eight 
hundred  regular  troops  and  incorporated  mili¬ 
tia,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred 
Indians,  were  disposed  below  Canjokaties 
creek,  and  had  been  landed  under  cover  of 
the  night.  With  this  force  the  enemy  design¬ 
ed  to  cover  their  left,  out  flank  our  right,  and 
cut  off  our  retreat  by  the  w’oods.  With  their 
centre,  consisting  of  about  four  Iiundred  of  the 
Royal  Scots,  commanded  by  Colonel  Gordon, 
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the  battle  ws^s  commeofed.  Their  right,  which 
was  purposely  weak,  was  lauded  near  our  main 
battery,  under  cover  of  a  high  bank,  and  was 
inerely^calculated  to  divert  our  force  from  the 
principal  attack;  the  whole  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant  General  Drummond,  con¬ 
ducted  to  the  attack  by  Major  General  Rial. 

I  thereupon  ordered  the  enemy’s  left  wing, 
which  was  discovered  to  be  wheeling  upon  our 
right,  to  be  attacked  by  the  Indians,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Granger,  and 
the  Canadian  volunteers  under  command  of 
Colonel  Mallory.  At  the  same  time,  I  posted 
the  regiment  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
M’Malian  at  the  battery,  as  a  reserve  to  act  as 
emergencies  should  require.  The  attack  was 
commenced  by  a  fire  from  our  six-pounder, 
under  Lieutenant  Seely,  below  Gen('>rai  Por¬ 
ter’s  house,  •  and  one  twenty-four  and  two 
twelve-pounders  at  the  battery  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant  Fanuim,  of  the  21st  Uni¬ 
ted  States  infantry,  acting  as  a  volunteer.  At 
the  same  time  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire 
from  their  batteries  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  of  shells,  spherical  and  hot  shot,  and 
ball.  The  regiment  under  command  of  Colonel 
Blakeslee,  about  four  hundred  strong,  were  re¬ 
gularly  in  line,  together  with  detached  bodies 
from  other  corps,  amounting,  accord  mg  to  the 
best  estimate  1  can  make,  in  all  to  about  six 
hundred  men.  These  few,  but  brave  men,  com¬ 
menced  the  attack  w  ith  musketry  upon  the 
enemy  in  their  Imats,  and  poured  upon  them  a 
most  destructive  fire.  Every  inch  of  ground 
was  disputed  with  the  steady  coolness  of  vete¬ 
rans,  and  at  the  e'xi)ense  of  many  valuable 
lives.  Their  bravery,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  casts  a  lustre  over  their  names,  reflects 
equal  disgrace  on  those  w’ho  fled  at  the  first 
appearance  of  danger ;  and  whom  neither  en¬ 
treaties  nor  threats  could  turn  back  to  the 
support  of  their  comrades.  Perceiving  that 
the  Indians,  on  whom  I  had  relied  for  attacking 
the  enemy’s  flank,  were  offering  us  no  assist¬ 
ance;  and  that  our  right  was  endangered  by 
tlie  enemy’s  left,  I  gave  directions  for  the  re¬ 
serve  under  the  command  of  Colonel  M’Ma- 
han,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank  on  our  right. 
But  terror  had  dissipated  this  corps,  and  but 
few  ot  them  could  be  rallied  by  their  officers, 
and  brought  to  the  attack.  Of  this  corps  there  | 
were  some  who  merit  well  of  their  country, 
but  more  who  covered  themselves  with  dis¬ 
grace.  The  defection  of  tile  Indians,  and  of 
my  reserve,  and  the  loss  of  the  services  of  the 
^  cavalry  and  mounted  men,  by  reason  of  the 
nature  of  the  ground  on  which  they  must  act, 
left  the  forces  engaged  expased  to  the  enemy’s 
fire  in  front  and  flank.  After  standing  their 
ground  for  about  one  half  hour,  opposed  to  ve¬ 
teran  and  highly  disciplined  troops,  over¬ 
whelmed  by  numbers,  and  nearly  surrounded, 
a  retreat  becarhe  necessary  to  their  safety, 
which  was  accordingly  made.  I  then  made 
every  effort  to  rally  the  tjroops,  with  a  view  to 
renew  the  attack  on  the  enemy’s  columns,  on 


their  approach  to  the  village  of  Buffalo.  But 
every  effort  proved  ineffectual;  and  expe¬ 
rience  proves,  that  with  militia  a  retreat  be¬ 
comes  a  flight,  and  a  battle  onc^e  ended,  tho- 
army  is  dissipated.  Deserted  by  my  princi¬ 
pal  force,  I  fell  back  that  night  to  the  Eleven 
Mile  Creek,  and  was  forced  to  leave  the  ffpu- 
risliing  villages  of  Black  Rock  and  Butfalo,  a 
prey  to  the  enemy,  w’hich  they  have  pillaged 
and  laid  in  ashes.  At  the  Eleven  Mile  Creek 
I  collected  between  two  and  three  hundred, 
men,  who  remained  faithful  to  their  country. 
With  tliose  I  made  the  best  show  of  defence  in 
my  power,  to  cover  the  fleeing  inhabitants, 
and  check  the  advances  of  the  enemy.  The 
enemy  have  gained  but  little  plunder  from  the 
public  stores.  The  chief  loss  has  fallen  upon 
individual  sufferers.  Eight  pieces  of  artillery 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  of  which  but 
one  was  mounted  on  a  ti*avclling  carriage. 
What  little  remained  of  the  public  stores,  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  removed,  is  preserved  throngli 
the  exertions  t)f  Captain  Camp  of  the  quarter¬ 
master’s  department,  whose  bravery  Is  only 
equalled  by  his  active  zeal  Tor  the  public  ser¬ 
vice.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  a  partic¬ 
ular  account  of  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded, 
as  the  wounded  were  generally  got  off* by  their 
friends  aa<l  taken  to  their  homes,  and  our  dead 
were  mostly  buried  by  the  enemy.  But  from 
the  best  information  I  can  collect,  our  loss  is 
about  30  killed  and  perhaps  40  wounded.  Ip 
prisoners,  our  loss  is  ascertained  to  be  69 — 
twelve  of  whom  are  wounded.  The  enemy’s 
loss  must  be  much  greater,  as  many  were  kil¬ 
led  in  tlieir  boats  before  landing.  Their  loss  - 
may  reasonably  l>e  presumed  in  killed  and 
wounded,  at  not  less  than  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Boushton,  of  the  light  dragoons,  is 
among  our  slain.  He  was  a  good  officer  and  a 
valuable  citizen.  I  regret  that  it  is  not  hi  my 
power  to  do  justice  to  all  those  who  were  en¬ 
gaged  on  this  day.  The  veteran  Blakeslee 
and  his  corps  were  pre-eminently  distinguish¬ 
ed.  There  w  ere  of  the  broken  remains  of 
other  corps',  many  officers  and  soldiers  whose 
bravery  and  conduct  merit  my  warmest  praise; 
but  having  fought  irregularly  and  in  detach¬ 
ments,  I  cannot  designate  to  do  them  that  jus¬ 
tice  Uk^v  deserve.  The  good  conduct  of  lieu¬ 
tenant  SVely  and  Lieutenant  Farnura,  w  ho  had 
charge  of  the  artillery',  were  particularly  no¬ 
ticed.  The  cavalry  under  CV>lonel  Boughton, 
and  mounted  volunteers  under  Major  Warner, 
receive  my  thanks  for  their  prompt  obedience* 
of  orders,  and  the  valuable  services  rendered 
in  the  fatiguing  duties  of  patroling.  And  it  is 
matter  of  regret,  that  the  nature  of  the  ground 
on  which  we  contended,  deprived  me  of  that 
supixirt  which  I  might  confidently  expect  fi-oui 
their  bravery.  To  fiieutenant  Frazer,  of  the 
United  Statf^s  inranti*y,  1  tender  niy  thanks 
for  the  voluntary  services  which  hr  rendered 
me  as  one  of  my  staff.  To  my  two  aid-ile- 
camps.  Majors  Hosiner  ami  iVorton,  I  cannot 
withhold  my  warmest  thanks  for  their  cov>I, 
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dieliberate  bravery,  and  the  alacrity  with 
w'liich  they  executed  niy  orders,  from  the  first 
movements  of  the  troops  in  the  morning,  to 
tlie  close  of  tlie  day. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  excel¬ 
lency’s  most  obedient  and  humble  servant. 

A.  HALL,  Major  OcturaL  j 

[K  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  General 
Hall  to  Governor  Tompkins,  dated  Batavia,  i 
January  13,  stating  that  a  detachment  of  men 
under  the  command  of  General  Swift,  a  volun¬ 
teer,  had  surprised  a  party  of  about  seventy  of 
the  enemy,  killed  four,  and  took  eight  prison¬ 
ers.  And  he  regrets  to  add,  that  his  loss  on 
the  3()th  ult.  was  greater  than  he  had  at  first 
supposed;  and  that  the  enemy  had  admitted 
tlieir  loss  to  be  300,  in  killed  and  wounded.] 

(L) 

[Copy] 

Batavia,  January  14,  1814. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Tompkins. 

Sir — I  have  nothing  to  communicate,  worth 
remark,  since  my  letter  of  yesterday.  Every 
thing  remains  quiet  at  present  on  this  frontier. 

There  is  one  thing  I  omitted  to  mention,  I 
believe  in  my  last,  which  is  of  much  conse¬ 
quence.  There  is  yery  little  camp  equipage 
for  the  troops  already  in  service,  and  tlie 
quarter-master’s  department  gives  little  en¬ 
couragement  of  any  being  provided.  It  will! 
be  impossible  for  the  troops  to  continue  in  | 
service  wtihout  cooking  utensils.  The  de¬ 
tachment  now  mustering,  of  1900  men,  will 
want  at  least  300  camp-kettles.  I  know  not 
how  they  are  to  be  obtained.  They  are  not 
in  our  country.  I  am  in  hopes  there  have  been 
some  forwarded  which  will  arrive  in  season.  ! 

Colonel  Lamb  will  be  able  to  give  you  the 
particulars  of  our  situation,  more  fully  than  1 
c^n  write.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  A.  HALL. 

(M) 

[Copy.] 

Robert  Lee,  late  of  Lewiston,  in  the  county 
of  Niagara,  and  state  of  New-York,  gentleman, 
of  the  age  of  forty-two  years,  being  sworn  on 
the  Holy  Evangelist,  deposeth  and  saith,  that 
some  seven  weeks  immediately  preceeding  the 
19th  of  December,  last,  he,  this  deponent,  re¬ 
sided  in  Fort  Niagara,  for  the  purpose  of  at¬ 
tending  to  private  business ;  that  about  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  said  19th,  the 
said  fort  Was  attacked  or  entered  by  the 
British.  The  garrison  was  not  alarmed  when 
the  enemy  entered  the  gates  of  the  fort.  Some 
firing  t(M)k  place  after  they  entered  the  works, 
particularly  between  the  guard  at  the  south¬ 
east  block  house  and  tlie  sick  in  the  hospital, 
at  the  red  barrack,  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  with  the  enemy.  This  deponent  is  po¬ 
sitive  that  there  were  about  400  men,  of  all 
descriptions,  in  the  fort,  immediately  before 
taken,  and  that  350  of  that  number  were  ca¬ 
pable  and  willing  to  bear  arms  in  that  way. 


to  wit,  firing  on  the  enemy  from  the  block 
houses.  The  principal  resistance  the  enemy 
met  with,  was  from  the  sick  in  the  red  bar* 
rack  and  the  guard  at  the  southeast  block 
house,  before  mentioned.  The  sick  in  the  red 
barrack,  as  this  deponent  is  informed,  and 
from  w  hat  he  saw,  he  believes  were  nearly  all 
slaughtered.  The  British  force  that  took 
possession  of  the  fort,  were  in  number  about 
400,  commanded  by  Colonel  Murray,  who  was 
wounded  in  the  arm  in  entering  the  gate, 
and  w  as  succeeded  in  command  by  Colonel 
Hamilton.  From  the  British  order  of  con¬ 
gratulation,  that  issued  on  the  same  inorhiiig, 
it  appeared  that  the  Americans  lost  65  in 
killed  and  15  wounded,  which  wounds  were 
principally  by  the*bayonet,  as  expressed  in 
the  order ;  but  the  above  order,  issued  very 
soon  after  they  took  possession  of  the  fort, 
did  not  include  a  number  that  were  found 
bayoneted  in  the  cellars  of  the  houses.  This 
deponent  thinks  that  our  loss,  in  killed  in  the 
whole,  amounteii  to  80.  It  was  a  matter  of 
frequent  conversation  and  exultation  amongst 
the  British  non-commissioned  officers  and  sol¬ 
diers,  wiiilst  this  deponent  was  under  guard, 
that  they  bayoneted  the  Americans,  not¬ 
withstanding  their  crying  out  for  quarters. 

A  subaltern  and  about  tw’enty  privates  made 
their  escape  from  the  fort  by  scaling  the  pick¬ 
ets.  Captain  Leonard,  the  American  com¬ 
mander,  was  at  the  time  the  fort  was  taken 
at  his  farm,  about  two  miles  distant  and  hear¬ 
ing  the  attai^k,  made  towards  the  fort,  and  at 
no  great  distance  from  it  w'as  made  prisoner 
by  the  enemy,  and  kept  in  close  confinement 
for  two  days  and  an  half,  and  how  much  lon¬ 
ger  this  dei>onent  does  not  know. 

The  American  soldiers  were  kept  two  days 
in  close  and  •miserable  confinement,  without 
the  use  of  provisions,  and  with  a  very  scanty 
supply  of  wood  and  w  ater.  At  tlie  expiration 
of  which  the  citizens  and  soldiers  were  crossed 
over  the  river,  and  lodged  in  a  part  of  what 
had  been  the  British  magazine  at  Fort  George, 
the  residue  in  open  plank  and  board  huts;  in 
both  situations  it  was  impossible  to  lay  down. 
The  magazine  was  so  filthy,  that  many  of  the 
prisoners  became  infested  with  vermin,  and  in 
tliat  situation  remained  seven  days.  The  citi¬ 
zens  were  thru  removed  to  a  brick  buildiitg 
near  Uueenstown,  where  they  were  so  much 
crowded,  that  no  kind  of  comfort  was  to  be 
taken  either  by  day  or  night.  The  supply  of 
provisions  w’as  not  only  scanty,  but  of  the  very 
worst  kind.  Beef  of  the  most  inferior  and 
repulsive  quality,  and  bread  the  quality  of 
which  cannot  be  described;  the  w^ater  that 
they  used  both  there  and  at  the  magazine 
they  had  to  purchase. 

This  deponent  believes,  that  through  the 
influence  of  an  individual  in  Upper  Canada, 
himself,  together  with  ten  other  Americans, 
were  permitted  on  the  13th  instant,  to  cross 
to  the  United  States.  The  residue  of  the  ci¬ 
tizens  to  the  amount  of  about  ventv,  were 
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inarched  on  the  12tb  under  a  strong  guard  to 
Burlington  Heights.  And  this  deponent  was 
informed,  that  from  thenCe  they  would  be  sent 
to  Kingston.  The  women  and  children  taken 
at  and  near  Lewiston  were  stripped  of  tJieir 
clothing  and  taken  across  tlie  river.  And 
further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  LEE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  18th  day 
of  January,  1814,  bfore  ine, 

(Signed)  J.  HARRISON,  Mast,  in  Chanc. 

(O.) 

Extract — dated  Batavia,  Jan.  20,  1814. 

Sir — Nothing  iinjwtant  has  oecurred  on 
the  frontier  since  I  last  wrote  you.  Our  scout¬ 
ing  parties  from  tlie  camp  -near  Lewiston  oc¬ 
casionally  approach  within  musket  shot  of 
Fort  Niagara.  It  is  ascertained,  that  the 
enemy  keep  no  guards  without  the  fort.  The 
garrison  from  tJie  best  information  that  can 
he  obtained,  consists  of  250  or  300  men,  com¬ 
manded  by  Col.  Young,  of  the  8  th  regiment. 
There  has  been  but  little  appearance  of  force 
Seen  of  late  opposite  Black  Rock  and  Budalo. 

The  second  detachment  of  troops  are  coming 
in  daily,  and  as  fast  as  tliey  can  be  organized, 
are  marching  on  to  Wifliarnsville  and  the  canr 
toiiment  near  Lewiston.  There  being  neither 
axes  nor  camp  kettles  on  hand  in  the  quarter 
master's  department,  I  have  been  obliged  to 
order  a  partial  supply  to  be  purchased  by  the 
assistant  deputy  quarter  master  general  at 
tliis  place  until  a  supply  shall  arrive. 

My  force  may  be  calculated  as  follows ; 

1st  detachment,  600  at  most. 

2d  detachment,  1200,  possibly,  making  at 
most,  1800  men. 

This  force  will  be  stationed  at  Williamsville 
and  near  Lewiston,  and  nearly  equally  divided.  I 
You  will  judge  whether  the  Ibrce  now  on 
this  frontier  is  suflicieiit  for  its  defence.  If 
you  should  consider  it  necessary  to  have  an 
additional  force,  permit  me  to  suggest  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  ordering  a  detachment  from  some  of 
the  other  divisions,  for  it  will  be  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  detach  another  regiment  from  my 
division. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  consideration  and  esteem. 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

A.  IIAXL. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Tompkens. 

THE  ROAD  TO  RUIN. 

No.  XL 

The  (ffects  of  this  unjust  fV ar,  and  its  measures, 
on  the  Province  of  Maine,  Cape  Cod  and 
Nantucket. 

I  had  originally  proposed  in  this  place  to 
consider  the  efiects  of  the  war  upon  the  farm¬ 
ers;  but  the  unexpected  and  unexampled 
measures  adopted  to  enhance  its  horrors,  and 
to  crush  the  remote  parts  of  this  once  flourish¬ 
ing  state,  have  induced  m«  to  inyert  the  pro¬ 


posed  order,  and  to  consider  the  situation  of 
these  devoted  counties  in  consequence  of  the 
united  eftcct  of  the  war,  and  the  new  disfran¬ 
chising  act. 

I  can  compare  the  recent  measures  against 
the  little  remnant  of  eastern  commerce  to 
nothing  which  appears  to  me  more  apt,  than 
‘the  punishments  infiieted  on  Damien,  the 
assassin  of  Louis  XV.  That  poor  wi*etch  ha¬ 
ving  been  in  vain  put  to  the  torture  to  extort 
cH)nfessions  of  his  accomplices,  was  aftenvards 
cut  and  mangled,  and  burning  oil  w'as  poured 
into  his  wounds.  His  legs  and  hands  were 
then  made  fast  to  four  strong  horses,  which 
were  set  in  motion  in  order  to  tear  his  limbs 
asunder.  The  strength  of  his  muscles  being 
unusually  great,  they  did  not  succeed  in  tear¬ 
ing  him  in  pieces.  Surgeons  were  then  call¬ 
ed'  in,  who  cutting  some  ol‘  the  strongest 
and  tougliest  ligaments,  the  furious  animals 
were  enabled  at  last  to  accomplish  the  sepa^ 
ration  of  the  members. . 

The  old  embargo,  non-intercourse  and  non¬ 
importation  acts  resemble  tlie  operation  of 
the  rack.  The  war  may  not  improperly 
I  be  compared  to  the  refined  cruelties  practised 
I  upon  him  at  the  stake;  and  the  present  un¬ 
heard  of*  disfranchising  act,  certainly  is  well 
adapted  to  tear  this  devoted  country  into 
pieces. 

The  only  difference  in  the  cases  is  this : 
He  was  an  umloubted  culprit ;  we  have  been 
the  most  loyal,  patient,  submissive,  orderly 
subjects  on  earth.  Perhaps  it  would  be  more 
proper  to  compare  our  situation  with  Saint 
Bartholomew,  who,  for  his  devotion  to  tha 
Christian  religion,  is  reported  to  have  been 
literally  flayed  alive. 

Whether  this  picture  is  too  strong  must  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  feelings  of  the  sufferers,  and  a 
review  of  their  situation. 

Wars  are  only  justifiable  when  you  have 
not  only  a  just  and  reasonable  cause  and  pro¬ 
vocation,  but  when  you  have  rational  grounik 
to  iiope  for  success.  It  is  as  wicked  in  rulers 
to  plunge  the  nations  over  whom  they  preside 
in  wars,  where  there  is  a  moral  certainty  that 
they  cannot  succeed,  and  that  the  blood  and 
treasure  of  the  people  will  be  wantonly  ex-  > 
pended,  as  in  wars  which  are  manifestly  un¬ 
just. 

If  the  degree  of  suffering  produced  on  your 
own  nation  much  exceeds  that  which  you  can 
inflict  on  your  enemy,  the  attempt  is  wanton 
and  wick«‘d.  For  your  emmiy,  perceivii^  this 
disparity,  will  certainly  persevere  until  your 
weaken'd  and  exhausted  country  shall  compel- 
you  to  accept  of  his  terms. 

Much  need  not  be  said  to  show,  that  such  a 
contest  is  ours.  Great  Britain  is  vulnerable 
to  us  only  in  the  most  insignificant,  and,  to 
her,  most  useless  of  her  colonies.  Not  more 
than  250,000  of  her  subjects  arc  exposed  to 
your  arms,  out  of  a  population  of  16  millions. 
Five  millions  of  ours  are  directly  opposed  to 
her  assaults.  On  the  ocear^  the  disparity  of 
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forte,  the  citewl  of  her  aieans  of  annoyance, 
and  the  feebleness  of  our  efibrts  against  her, 
have  much  exceeded  the  strongest  predictions 
of  the  opponents  of  the  war. 

In  1808,  wlien  our  congress  orators  threat¬ 
ened  w  ar  on  account  of  the  Chesapeake  atiair, 
the  organs  of  the  government  declared,  that 
“  seven  hundred  of  our  merchant  vessels  con¬ 
verted  into  privateers  won  hi  carry  terror  and 
destruction  to  British  commerce.” 

We  had  every  advantage  by  declaring  the 
war.  •  The  coast  was  not  blockaded.  Yet  we 
have  never  liad  one  hundred  privateers  ;  those 
titled  at  an  enormous  expense,  and  if  the 
whole  privateering  capital  be  taken  into  view, 
it  lias  been  a  losing  concern. 

You  could  not  insure  any  clump  merchant 
Vessel,  of  w  hich  w^e  had  a  tonnage  valued  at  36 
.miliions  of  dollars,  for  a  single  passage  to 
Europe  tor  50  per  cent,  that  is,  half  her  value. 

Tills  stock  then  is  annihilated. 

Jkitain,  on  the  other  hand,  enjoys  tlie  trade 
of  Die  wliole  world.  She  occupies  all  the 
channels  we  have  quitted.  Her  ships  are 
navigated  at  five  per  cent,  instead  edi fifty. 
The  longer  the  w’ar  endures,  the  more  cer¬ 
tain  her  prosperity,  and  our  ruin. 

If  doubts  had  existed  before,  the  last  hor¬ 
rible  disfranchising  act  would  have  settled  the 
question.  What  is  it  but  a  desperate  ^ort^ 
like  the  act  of  a  gambling  siiicidct  who,  to 
avoid  the  stings  of  his  consciei(pe,  and  the 
reproaches  <fi’  his  friends,  rushes  heedless  and 
imrepenting  into  the  presence  of  his  Maker  ? 
What  is  tlie  pretext  ? 

Because  our  enemy  can  get  a  scanty  supply 
from  the  vicious  and  unprincipled/ew,  w^e  will 
cut  off  the  resources,  destroy  the  oi*cupations, 
and  reduce  to  beggary  three-fourths  of  the 
navigating  part  of  the  community.  It  is  a 
bold  declaration  to  the  w’orld,  tliat  w^e  arc 
desperate,  that  our  case  is  remediless.  It  is 
as  rational,  ami  no  more  than  it  would  be  in  a 
man,  who  iiaving  suffered  some  depredations 
in  his  store,  should  burn  it  dow  n  to  disappoint 
the  tliieves  of  their  future  plunder. 

Is  this  strong  language  witliout  sou?id  sense? 
Let  us  examine  it.  In  the  American  revo¬ 
lutionary  war,,  we  wore  unable  to  supply  our 
oTvn  armies  much  less  those  of  the  enemy. 
Britain  then  maintained  a  much  greater  fleet 
than  she  now  does  on  onr  coasts,  and  had 
moreover  to  support  30,000  land  forces.  Yet 
she  found  the  means.  Cut  off  completely 
you^  supplies  and  she  can  still  do  the  same, 
^riie  only  effect  will  hc*that  licr  flour  and  pro¬ 
visions  will  cost  her  30  dollars  per  barrel,  wlule 
our  own  for  our  armies  on  the  frontiers  has  cost 
us  100.  It  is  idle  to  snpiiose  that  she  could 
not  maintain  the  small  force  which  she  keeps 
upon  o^r  coasts.  We  shall  only  drive  her  to 
predatory  incursions  oit  onr  islamis  and  coasts,  i 
where  she  will  be  most  amply  supplied,  | 
'though  our  own  citizens  on  the  seaboard  | 
will  be  mined.  This,  l.owever,  niay  en- 1 
ter  into  the  scope  of  the  (inindys  and  Clays, ' 


and  may  not  be  a  disagreeable  effect  in  Uieip 
view. 

The  late  emlxirgo  is  a  declaration  to  the 
w  orld,  that  all  our  penal  laws  are  ineffectual ; 
that  our  government  is  either  too  weak,  or 
too  much  hated  to  enforce  them  by  ordinary 
means  ;  that  our  people  have  eitlier  no  patriot¬ 
ism,  or  that  the  war  is  so  unpopular  that  the 
laws  of  the  government  and  the  interests  of 
the  country  will  not  induce  obedience.  That 
the  only  remedy  is  a  desperate  one,  produ¬ 
cing  certain  destmetion  to  ourselves  for  the 
hope  of  producing  an  uncertain  effect  on  the 
enemy,  The  most  malicious  opposer  of  ad¬ 
ministration  could  not  have  devised  an  ex¬ 
pedient  so  well  calculated  to  encourage  the 
perseverance,  to  gratify  the  wishes,  to  favour 
the  view's  of  Great  Britain.  All  the  evils 
which  Britain  could  inflict  upon  us  in  one 
year  would  not  equal  the  destnictive  effects 
of  the  embargo  for  six  months. 

If  the  public  writings  of  those  opposed  to 
the  war  tended  to  encourage  the  enemy,  what 
must  be  the  effect  of  a  measure  which  the 
sturdiest  tyrant  of  Europe  never  dared  to  at¬ 
tempt  ?  A  measure  which  the  enemy  must 
know  will  impoverish  the  country  in  a  ratio  and 
with  a  rapidity  far  exceeding  liis  utmost  ef¬ 
forts  ?  His  blockades  stopped  half  our  trade, 
and  w  ere  carrying  off  the  navigating  states  by 
the  slow'  process  of  consumption. 

The  embargo  steps  in  and  produces  an  apo¬ 
plexy,  which  destroys  the  patient  in  an  hour. 

The  Province  of  Alaiiie,  and  Cape  Cod,  and 
Nantucket,  were  in  a  very  rapid  state  of  po¬ 
litical  and  commercial  consumption. 

The  blockade  of  our  ports,  though  not 
strict ;  the  destruction  of  their  accustomed 
trade ;  the  capture  of  the  oil  ships  were  lead¬ 
ing  them  very  fast  in  the  dow'nhill  “  Hoad  to 
Ruin.” 

The  internal  taxes,  the  land  tax,  ficenso 
tax,  stamp  tax,  carriage  tax,  sugar  tax,  and 
tax  on  distilleries,  w'ere  hastening  as  fast  as  our 
worst  enemies  could  wish,  the  destruction  of 
tin  ^so  remote,  industrious  excellent  counties. 

b’till  there  existed  a  ray  of  hope.  The  God 
of  miture,  hoimtiful  and  kind  when  man  is 
cruel ;  indulgent,  w  hen  our  goverrrinent  is  se¬ 
vere,,  had  given  them  a  climate  in  the  wintry 
months  w'hich  led  them  to  hope  that  some 
trade  would  restore  a  faint  and  languid  pros¬ 
perity  to  internaj  coinmer<‘e  during  the  severe 
montiis  when  the  enejny  could  not  war  witlf 
the  eleme  nts. 

Yet  this  long  looked  for  period  of  enjoyment 
in  our  hectic  decline  ;  our  ow  n  government 
steps  in,  and  knocks  the  unhappy  patient  on 
the  head.  \Vhat  the  enemy  has  spared,  the 
protector,  our  own  government,  sei'zcs ! !  Uiir 
happy  and  ilevotcd  people ! !  You  have  need 
indeed  of  your  patience.  Sumnion  up  all 
your  fortitude — You  have  occasion  for  it.  But 
you  shall  not  want  a  historian  to  tell  your, 
w  rongs.  I  will  enlarge  upon  them  in  my  next 
essay. 


